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COMPEMSATION. 

— Selected* 

If I have wiped one tear away. 

Or made one "burden lighter; 

If I have made a cloudy day 
For anybody brighter; 

If any heart is sweet and pure 
Because my love was ready; 

If any life is more secure. 

Because my hand was steady; 

If any downcast, troubled soul 

Found joy and light and gladness, 

Because my little life touched his, 

I have no cause for sadness. 

If I have freed one captive soul, 

By breaking off a fetter j 

If I, through word or deed, have made 
The world a little better; 

If I have spent my little while 
In giving loving cheerful giving, 

And taught some quivering lip to smile 
Then, Life is worth the Living. 

If others serve, because I lent them 
Joy and inspiration; 

Then, all the pain of life has found 
ABUNDANT COMPENSATION. 



A PORE WORD. 



The preparation of this volume is not a new idea, 
it has long been in the minds of members of the fam- 
ily that something of the kind is due, but it has 
been delayed until now. I have not been disposed to 
undertake it, but have done so as a last resort, re- 
alizing the opportunity for any of the older children 
will soon be passed if not accepted soon. 

It is to be regretted that none of our older broth- 
ers had not written such memiors as they were capable 
of doing when they were younger and better able to 



do so. 

We have done the best we could under the circum- 
stances. Several relatives have aided the cause and 

to them we are very grateful. 

The volume is submitted in hope of its. filling 
its intended purpose, without apologies. 



Very truly, 



THE COMPILER 






f THE BONNELL FAMILY TREE. 



MOSES BONNELL, 

The founder of the family of Henry Bonnell, of the 
town of Griggsville, 111., was Moses Bonnell, who was 
born in the state of Pennsylvania , in the year of 1774, 
April 3rd. Ha^was married to Hannah Buckingham, the 2d’ 
daughter of JawwiiBuckingham, a resident of New Gastle 
County, Delaware, but who was also a native of Pennsyl- 
vania, Their union was formed by marriage Mar. 22, 1793, 
They were parents of ten children of whom Henry Bon- 
nell was the ninth member. Moses Bonnell died in Seot.1 
1314. " 1 



ELIJAH MATTOX. 

Elijah Mattox wa3 bom in 1794, and was married to 
t Elizabeth Medaris in 1813. She died in 1858, and he 
took for his second fife Matilda Medaris. Children 
born to Elijah and Elizabeth Mattox numbered six, of 
which Amelia was the first bom. She became the wife 
of Henry Bonnell and was the mother of eleven children. 
Elijah Mattox served in the war of 1812 under Captain 
Hanes, and marched to the relief of Fort Meigs. &%Xi, 



The children of Henry and Amelia Bonnell were as 
follows i ttSHUteu Way land, Thomas, Mary Jane, Joseph 
Gatch, Albert, Ann Elizabeth, Laura, Helen, Kate, and 
Belle and Margaret Alice. 





THE HENRY BONNELL FAMILY 



While the family: of Henry and Amelia Bonnell did 
not qualify as pioneer residents of Pike County they 
were rated among the old citizens. Emigrating to Ill 7 
inois from Ohio in the early fifties > they located at 
Griggsville, where they experienced the effects of 
the financial deptession, the stirring political cam- 
paigns, and the exciting days of the civil war per- 
iod. They could hahdly have chosen a worse time to 
remove to, a new and strange settlement. Many were the 
privations they endured , although these were temper- 
ed in a measure with a share of pleasures. 

. Naturally of congenial dispositions the. members 
of the family* took life in its natural' way. 

In the family group were thirteen— father , moth- 
er, four sons and seven daughters — William Wayland, 
Thomas, Mary Jane, Joseph Catch, Albert, Ann Elixa^ 
beth, Laura, Helen, Kate, Belle and Margaret Alice. 
There you have the brood that was nourished, fed, 
clothed and educated b^r our parents— a: subject to 
contemplate upon in these days of the high cost of 
living, and of small families or no families. 

The compensation Henry and Amelia Bonnell receiv- 
ed was in the' consciousness of having contributed 
to the world* s usefulness a physician, two preachers, 
three school teachers, and three housewives and moth- 
ers, glory enough, surely, for* any parents. 

. Henry Bonnell and Amelia Mattox were reared; near 
each other in Clermont County, Ohio, where they be- 
came sweethearts, and were married. Starting out as 
farmers they changed from that occupation to $R£th- 
0j*s, then located at Batavia-, where the husband en- 
gaged in learning the harness making trade. There 
they resided for several years, and William Wayland, 
Thomas. Marv Jane. Joseph Gatch. Albert and Ann Eliz- 



At Batavia, the first sorrow cam© to the family- 
death of Ann Elizabeth, who was stricken with that 
dreaded disease, cholera, so common at that time# She 
was called aw&y at barely two years of age* • 1 

The young father was ambitious and as business was 
slow there he began to cast about for a better loca- 
tion. He heard of Pike County, Illinois, as a suppos- 
ed favorable point. The change of residence was made 
to Griggsville, where the head of the family engaged 
again, in the harness trade. There two more daughters 
were added to the family — Laura and Helen. 

As business did not improve as he hoped for the 
father again decided to tfry agricultural pursuits. A 
farm near New Salem was secured, .and the family was 
removed to it. While on the farm the family circle 
was completed by the arrival of three more daughters 
— Kate, Belle and Margaret Alice. 

Tilling of the soil failed of its promised finan r 
cial relief , so the live stock and implements were 
disposed of and the family again became residents of 
Griggsville, and another harness shop was opened. As } 
'this change was made during the civil war period and 
business was unsettled, the prospects were somewhat 
* duubtful , but indicated improvement. - < 

< Hopes were again blasted, however, and the great- 
est affliction - of all-took, jplaoe. The head of the fan- 
ily and the main support, developed an abcess in his 
side and in a very brief time he passed away , . leaving 
the cares and responsibility on the pother, with what 
assistance she could receive from tne f elder daughter, 
who had some time before completed her education am 
was teaching school. In a few years two other daught- 
ers — Helen and Kate — qualified as teachers and did 
their bit towards tKe family support. Thus it was by 
~ sacrifice and 'good management the family was kept to- 
gether. The one determination of -the parentsyras that 
the children should receive a good education, whatever 
~ else was neglected, and that pledge was religiously 

In the course of years the old home was sold, ana 
after a time the mother went to live with her daugh- 
ter Helen at Barry. She passed away at the home of hei 
daughter Belle at Astoria, b#t not before seeing all 
the daughters, save one, happily married. 





As if the family of eleven children were not enough 
9 ur parents , out of the goodness of their hearts made 
a home for their orphan niece, Missouri Almina Behy- 
mer , who was always known to the other children of th 
family as simply "Zue." She remained with the family^ 
for several years and grew to womanhood. In 1865, Oct* 
12th, she was married to Clayton B. Hooper, of Pike 
County and the couple soon after the wedding went to 
Missouri to live. They located at Kelson, where they 
lived until death overtook them a few years ago. The 
two died only a few months apart. 



visit, he the evening of 

Sept. 23d un4%et»rned H his home at 
Harrisburg, 111. '“On T rsday, Oct. 1, 
about 11:30 a. m., st was taken vio- 
lently ill with eonjv"' don of the stom- 
ach, to which she<^i been subject at 
different periods in late years. For 
some hours she suffered intense pain, 
-Mlt afterward became comparatively 
' -k then passed into a state of 

d||^ 0 usness from which she never 
|nd died at' 11:15 d. m. Friday. 



—Mrs. A: Ekmaety, whose obituary 
appears elsewhere in this issue, was on 
her annual visit witlr her son, Dr. W. 
W. Bonnell, and her daughter, Mrs. 
H. F. Farwell, of Astoria, 111., and 
their families, when her sudden and 
brief sickness took her from labor to 
reward. For many years she has made 
and enjoyed these annual autumnal 
visits. This time her daughter* 

W. W. Watson, accompanied her cw. 
htr way as far as Chapin, 
separated, all unaware thefc 
be their final parting, the daughter 
going on to visit friends elsewhere. 






Helen, the Twine 
l> Marga ret Alice 0 



Another Bonne 11 Group 







HENRY 



The career of Henry Bonnell__ opened at. wasm.ngt.on 
county, Pa., Oct. 27. 1809, when he was horn to his 
parents, Moses and Hannah Buckingham Bonne 11. When 
he was about two years of age the family moved to the 
■ vicinity of Cincinnati , Ohio . In that region Henry 
' 1 grew to manhood . He selected for his life companion 
d Amelia Mattox’ of Locus Corner, Ohio. He established 
a' harness making business* in Batayia , Ohio , and car- 
ried it on successfully until the year 1850. Curing 
v his residence in Batay&gir he served his community as 
justice of the peac6yj®t this time in his life he wao 
fond of fine horses, jpa would buy or trade for a 
’ v scrawney looking col^p f eed him up and groom him un- 
*tll he was a fine hlSMfft ©■-« He built-up such a reputatioi 
along this line* thpfea neighbor onoe said he believ- 
ed he could take a ^oat and make a good horse out O- 

- - 

*In the fall of 1850 he moved his family to Griggs- 
ville Pike county, Illinois, and carried on the har- 
ness business there until the spring of 1855, when 
he sold out his business and bought a farm .about ten 
0 miles a little north of west of Griggsville and re- 
mained there until February, 1865. He .then-disposed 
J ~ of the place and moved back to Griggsville,* and once 
I. niore engaged in the harness business, which he con- 
tinned until "his death in 1870. -- - • - 

Henry Bonnell was a man of sterling integrity and 
principle. His word was as ’.good as his bond any time. 
r He and his companion were prominent members of the 
r ' Methodist Episcopal church wherever they lived, he 
“' generally serving the church in some capacity, offi- 
r cially. The family government was always dominated 
L by the Christian religion, the religion of love. 

der such influence It was no wonder all of tteir oh 1 
dren beoame church members in early life and in turn 

have done their part in making this world a better 



plaGe in which to live. In such an atmosphere were 
the two sons, Thomas and Joseph Gatch, reared and in- 
fluenced to adopt the ministry as a life profession, 
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AMELIA MATTOX BONNELL. 






, (By a friend. ) * ' 

A character such as possessed bv 
nell is worthy of the - highest encomium. ^ 



^x Boa 

er than the life of a good woman wjio humBI^‘"wal!k:§ r S 
paths of virtue and responsibility without ostentatiai 
or display. That, indeed, was the course laid out air 
followed by Mrs. Bonnell. "Her modesty always be spoil 
her merit*" Gould her history be written in full it 
would be a life story of love, toil and devotion, wit 
few of the pleasures. 

When as a maiden of twenty, Amelia Mattox became 
the bride of Henry Bonnell, she entered upon a Oaree: 
of service that is barely equalled." Small of stature^ 
and of moderate strength, she met all the duties ai# 
trials of wife and motherhood with gracious resigns 
tion. The precepts and examples, as well as those of 
her husband , both in public and private , were .most 
exemplary^ and reflected strongly upon their off- 
spring, all of whom followed in their footsteps who 
reached mature years and became honorable and respec 1 
ed citizens. 

Mrs. Bonnell was a 'woman of deep convictions . Nat- 
urally of a religious nature, she was at all timesn 
fatthful to the church of her choice— Methodist Epil 
pal— wherever she lived. She possessed a beautiful 
Christian personality,; her saintly bearing left ite. 
impress upon all who knew her. She was kind and gen* 
tie, prudent and self. sacrificing. Gracious and sym- 
pathetic, yet courageous in times of stress and stor 
She was a friend of humanity. I 

, Her life was well rounded and fruitful, ‘and hed i . 
dining years passed peacefully and saren®. She had' 
acted well her part in the drama of life. 
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Dr. W. W. Bonnell and Family. 



Rev. Joseph Bonnell and Wife. 
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\ : i D&. WILLIAM WAYLAND BONNELL. < 



Dr. William Way lend Bonnell had the privilage of a 
long professional career. He was horn at Batavia, 0,, 
* Tec, 2^,1835, and was educated in the public schools 
of his native city. He chose for an occupation the 
medical profession, and after emigrating to Griggs- 
ville and later while residing on the farm, he took 
up the study of medicine with an old time physician 
at New ^alem. 111,, and was afterward a student at 
Rush Medical college at Chicago. He began the pract- 
ice of his profession at the nearby town of Naples, 
111,, but did not long remain there, and then locat- 
ed at Clayton, 111,, and resumed his practice for a 
period of several years. He. next returned to Griggs- 
ville- and remained there for a time, then going to 
•'Astoria, 111,, where he remained per^axemtly, until 
• called away by death. He also opened a drug store at 
’ that' place in 1885. 

No person comes, closer to the home than the fam- 
ily physician, He is the counselor and advisor not 
. only in cases of illness, but in all the walks of 
life. Dr, Bonnell experienced those conditions. 

Wherever he resided he became, prominently associa- 
ted with the professional, social and religious life. 
He devoted special attention tia church affairs , and 
. occupied various official positions. He also belong- 
ed to the Masonic order and to other fraternal organ- 
izations. 

Dr. Bonnell chose for his life companion Jane E, 
Smith, daughter of Dennis Smith of Garthage, 111., 
and the wedding took place at the home of the .bride 
" in that city April 29, I860, They journeyed together 
in happy relationship for more than fifty-four years, 
sharing each other’s joys and pleasures and comfort- 
ing each other in the hours of sorrow and adversity, 
Mrs, Bonnell was a true and faithful wife and moth- 
er, ever occupying a n honorable and respected posi- 
tion with her neighbors and frf : nds where ever she 
lived* 



/ (j 





Three daughters blessed* the home of* Dr* and Mrs* 
Bonne 11* They were Mary Elizabeth, born at Glayton 
March 11, 1061; Ella May and Emma Amelia, twins, who 
were born at Griggsville, March 4, 1&65. Emma Amelia 
lived only seven days, and was buried at Griggs vi lie 
Mary Elizabeth was united in marriage to Dfn&ine Bur- 
leigh at Astoria, Nov. 24, 1881* Mr. Burleigh died 
at Topeka, Kan., after railroading for fifty-six or 
more years* He began that occupation at Clayton, 111, i 
at the age of 16 years , and was employed by the Wabasl 
-the Ghicago, Burlington and Quincy, and the Rock Islai 
in the capacity of brak effitl i, conductor and assistant 
train master, closing his career as station master at 
Topeka. He died March 1, 1923, at Topeka, and lies in 

the cemetery of that city ^ nr 

The children of Mary Elizabeth and husband are Wm, 
Renry, Nellie May and Gertrude. William Henry was 
born at Astoria, Feb. 12, 1883;, was married to Vivian 
Collins, at Elden, Mo., June 16, 1914. There are no 
Khildefn. The couple reside at Detroit, Mich*, where 
the J^Ssb.and established business and its doing well. ^ 
Nellie May Burleigh was born at Astoria, Jan. 1, * 
1885. She married Fred M. Card at Liberty, Mo.. Deo, 
^24, 1927. They have no children. Topeka is their pres 

ent home. . ■ 

Gertrude Amelia Burleigh was born at Minneapolis, 
Minji., Dec. 4, 1886, she died June 2, 1894, and was 
buried at Astoria. 

Ella May Bonnell ’was born at Griggsvleae, Mar .4, 
1865* On Feb. 14, 1894, she was married to Wm. H. 
Fluke at the family home at Astoria, They located in 
Kansas, in which state Mr. Fluke engaged in the grair 
business for several years. After retiring from busi- 
ness he bewame a minister and followed that profes- 
sion for some time. His death occurred at BUcklin, 1 
Jan. 23, 1927. Mrs. Fluke has since the death of her 
husband lived at Topeka. She is still much interest 
ed in religious matters and devotes her time to nei.< 
ing along the good cause. She was of valuable assist 
and to her husband in his religious work. They ha r 

- children. JF*, 2.^1 4 J If 

Dr. and Mrs. Bonnell are ©aiid been sweet 

‘ V 




hearts in Ohio and both cam© to Illinois near tn! 
same time. They were well calculated for each other 
and lived a long and agreeable life together. Their 
devotion to each other waa very marked, Mrs. Bonnell 
died at the home of her daughter Mary Elizabeth at 
ToP9ka 19*/ and her remans were taken to Asto- 

ria and placed beside her late husband in the cemetery 

there • 

In 1910, Dr. and Mrs, Bonnell celebrated their gol- 
den wedding. The affair was an event of moment and at- 
tracted^ host of relatives and friends, who were glad 
to congratulate them on their happy pilgrimage. The 
day was pronounced by the couple as one of the hap- 
piest of their lives. 

Dr. Bonnell died at Astoria, June 6, 1914. He wa. 
burled with Masonic honors and from the Methodist 
church of that place. He is missed from the commer- 
cial and other circles of that city . 
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Thomas Bonne 11 



Mrs . Thos # Bonnell 
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Y THOMAS BONNELL * *« < 

. 

t • t * 

Thomas Bonne 11 was one of the older set of the 
t family.* He was educated in the public schools c of Ba-» 
tavia, Ohio, where he was born and brought up to the 
age of twelve years. The rest of his .education came 
i ~ to him in the Griggsville Academy. He supplemented 
this part of his schooling with four years of study 
as prescribed by Methodist Episcopal Church, in 
preparation for themini3try. He was admitted to the 
Illinois conference in the sessions of 1859, His first 
charge was Payson. Then cane Middletown, Mt, Sterling, 
'*■ Lynvi 11 e, -Rosamond .circuit, Warrensburg, Janes Qhapel 
Grove pity, and Mt. Auburn circuit. Owing to serious 
affection of the throat he asked for and was granted 
the supernumerary relation in 1895 and continued in 
that relation from that time until his death, which 
occurred at Taylorville, 111,, May 3, 1897. 

! , Thomas was twelve years of ag;e when the family re- 
moved from Ohio to Illinois and located at Griggsville 
He fitted in quite well with his new surroundings and 
“like the other members of the family grew up in the 
excellent atmaspher^ of -that place. It was not at all 
surprising that a young man of his makeup and 1 inclir 
f nation should follow the course he* did* -1 - « 

Thomas Bonnell came of the family so aften referred 
to in this volume — that of Henry and Amelia Bonnell. 
r On Sept. 25, 1862, he took for his life companion 
Miss Qatherine Hinman, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Asa 
Hinman, an old and respected couple* of Pike County. 

The wedding took place at the country home of the f amt 
ily, near the village of Perry, 111., a noted place 
in its day. Hinman Chapel, an interesting house of re- 
ligous worship, that has long held public favor as a 
community center. Soon after the ceremony the couple 
took up the work of a new and young preacher’s itin- 



erary. 
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Five children came to the homeofThomasand Oath- 
erine Boimell— Charles Hinman, Mary Alice, Henry 

bur, Thomas Olarenoe and Sarah F ranc ®.* p p ike 

Charles Hinman Bonnell was bom at Perry, * 

_ . Tl i « nv « 1863. He was married to Jane h 

County, 111 ., Sov. 6, laeo. no Qwan m . T o this r 

Agnes La,rge , Aug. , ^ i:L ^ 0n _^ TlOla way land and Mar;, 

union were born three omxaio p op 1992 : 

Lois was horn in Christain County x “- ’ , 

is married and now resides on *.•*•»“ r p - " 0 18 g 7 

Til . wn Viand bom in the same county, * eD * xo 1 

111.; wayiana, vvzii a Owaneoa.and Mary, al* 

is married and resides °" and resides at 

so horn there, June 12 , banking busi- 

home. Charles Hinman Bonnell TS ^^^me^citiza, 

?r,prominent m in farm bureau wot*, andis interested 

“ « r u h^rz 

Anri 1 28 1867; she died at Perry, Nov. 5, , 

was buried at the Hinman 0h ®; eXC ®^ t f^ii y ln Qhria- 
Henry Wilhur Bonnell oam^th^^iXy^ ^ 

tSTUh? trains’ lie in the cemetery at Buc>> 

eye. 111. . wait known educator at Harris 

Thomas Clarencoisawellkno schools t\ 

burg, 111 ., where he has superin.en ^ Christian 

a number of years. Hex 1873. He was raarrM 

rl county, wliere he was born F • > , ly 12 1900 , 

to Dooia May Turner , at * ’ Ts viorville , Junt 

Their children are Mildred, born Oct 4 1908; 

- lo! 1906, end E U^{ d ^if a H dI sti^aS’ anfisin 9 si - 
vice ^RocSford, 111., and Ellis is a medical etude 

at SS^S'SSill - ,orn avgan^. ^ 
1875. She is, a school teacher, ^ sm Q , 

.resides there . . » ** »t Taylorville , 111., “a? 3, 
Thomas Bonnell died at ia JXorvi _ » iTed him a, 

»ra.‘K? 

. “3S Ssffis srstfs*. 

sity. . ^ 
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MARY JANE.BONNELI 



The life story; of Mary Jane Bonnell, or "Jennie" 
as she was known to all, is one of self-denial, self- 
sacrifice and devotion to duty. Her life was devoid 
of romance, and. in it prose took the place of poetry. 
Hers was decidedly a life for others. She loved flow- 
ers and birds and fields and brooks and--children as 
others did, but her time was mostly taken with the lat 
ter. She enjoved few of the pleasures usually allotted 
to ohildhoodmgnd social affairs meant but little to 
her in her mararer years. She was a beautiful charac- 
ter, whose graces were modesty, retirement, devotion 
and Christian spirit. If ever there were two women 
entitled to crowns it was the mother and Jennie. That 
is the testimony of the beneficiaries of their love 
and labors, end they should know. 

Born at Batavia, Ohio, Sept. 9, 1840, Jennie was . 
the third child and the oldest daughter of Henry and 
Amelia Bonnell. At the age of tenshe came with her 
parents and older children to p ikO- county, Illinois, 
seven all told, Ann Elizabeth, who was taken away in 
her infancy, was left peacefully sleeping in the cem 7 




Yr \ . v * 



^rieno^t^BO^ofbo^ofS^s^ °onJidered 
her^ competent to take charge of the Prtaaryrcomin 

Son lo? Sirteen years in succession, and with much 

7 f :£S -m-HBis s sststs 
»? Ss:rsa.*is 

5, 1889. Hr. Pierce then returned to Decatur to li 

with r«^ie a w!e t the last member of the family to leav 
home ^d soon after her death the mother bro*e up 
housekeeping. ^ ^gj^ 
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REV. JOSEPH GATCH BONTTELL 
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The date of Rev. Joseph Bonnell f s birth is J a n.lO| 
1843. He was married to Sarah Catherine Metz at Ohara* 
bersburg, 111., May 12, 1870 and for thirty six yre 
the- couple journeyed dovm life s pathway together, 
sharing the sunshine and the shadows erf the Methodisii 
itinerary. They had their full e^ahe of the shadows. 
The wife and mother died at Denver, Col.. July 
1906. She was buried at Astoria, 111., a ^ ew s a ‘ 

^ ■ ‘ 111 
The children bom to_Joseph and Sarah C. BonnelJ. 

were Henry Arthur, Emily Estella, Benjamin Ralph, AH 

va Belle,' Winfred Eugene, Joseph Elmer, and Clara KaJ 

Henry Arthur Bonnell., born at .Downs , 111. , died 

1872 , died at Ohambersburg , 11.1 •% July 27, 1872, an 

was buried at the same place. * T n 

Bmily Estella Bonnell, born at Griggsville, 111*/; 
Oct. 7, 1873, diet at Fairfield, 111*, July 8, 1898| 

and was buried there. T n 

Benjamin Ralph Bonnell, born at Astoria, III., uo: 

? , 1875 , died there Dec . 28 , 1878, and was bUrxed at ^ 

Alva Belle Bonne 11, born at Naples, 111., Aug, 281 
1B77 y died at Eagle , Col. , July 25 , 1905 , and was 

led at Fairfield,. 111.* * ^ .. . .• n . 7 l 

Winfred- Eugene Bonnell , born at Astoria , Oct . 7 , 

187», : wa* married to Ludy ? Jackson ^t^Epworth, 111., 
Feb, 18, 1005. Their children we ?! e; ^ ildred .?^ t ^ ow 
born at Eagle, Col,, Aug. 28, 1903; ^fS^rite^bon, 
at, Epworth , 111 . , Mar. 13, 1906,- Mary Louise, horn 

> EPW jSeeph Elmer Bonnell, bom at Astoria , April erd 
81- was married to Mabelle Timmons at Denver ,^ Jul, 
18, 1907; have two boys — herald Hears, born - 
Dio . 3, 1908, and Joseph Eugene;, born at Seattle, Vat 

Jam 18, 1914. >«*** ' tjt - Sant Pi 

Clara Kate Bonnell, bom at Quincy, Hl. x ^ept.j| 

1884: was married to Paul McHenry at Breeze, 111. ,ci 
Auc 31* 1904. Three children came to them--Emil2f 

born at - Denver- May 6 , 19 06*, and Merrick- -Head and 

; Clara died, at Manatte,- Wash*. June ! 
KlS® and, wasburied. in the cemetery at Bremerton, I 
Wash.:,' . .. ■ 

Joseph Catch Bonnell took for his. sepend wife 
Nannie E. Smith, widow of the venerable Dr. J. b. . 
Jmith, of the Northwest Indians conference, an Intel 






ligent lady end vigorous church worker, wibh whom he 
lias quite pleasantly journeyed during the years of 
Ms retirement • He reached his 87 fh birthday Jan. 10, 
1930, having attained greater age than ‘any other of 
the family thus far. He is now spending his declin- 
ing years with has son, Joseph Elmer, at. his home at 
a suburb of Dallas, Text's. That ;son has a fine posi- 
tion with a Texas oil company and is prospering. 




The ‘wedding ofJoseph G, Bonne 11 and Mrs 
E. Smith took i3Ta:c#$ov.' 12, 1910. 
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Was Brother of Mrs. W. W. 
Watson, of Barry — Burial 
In Astoria. 



e- Mrs. W. W. Watson of this city wa 3 
apprised of the death of her brother, 
rs Rev. Joseph G. Bonnell, last Sunday, 
n The deceased passed away at the 
if home of his son, Elmer at 
io Texas. Saturday morning, December 13 
1931, after an illness covering a period 
it of several months. He was nearly ^88 
A years of age. flEHs death was the second 
In in the family within a few months, 
re a sister, Mrs. Helen iSmith having 
died August 1, 1931, at her home in 
this city. 

Rev. Bonnell was a veteran minister 
of the Methodist Episcopal denomina- 
tion. After his preparatory education, 
I at Northwestern University and Gar- 
rett Biblcal Institute, he entered Illi- 
s nois Conference in the fall of 1869, 
e and seyved charges for 13 years in 
f that conference, seven years in iSt. 
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REV; JOSEPH G. BONNELL’S SONG-POEM 



SOME SWEET MORNING 



Some sweet morning when the mists have passed away 
Some sweet morning we shall soar to endless day, 
Some sweet morning we shall enter heaven for aye, 
And shall be forever blest* 

Some sweet morning when our eyes to earth shall oil 
Some sweet morning we shall enter heaven* s repose, 
Some sweet morning, Oh. the joy it will disclose; 
We shall be forever at rest. 



Some sweet morning we shall walk the golden strand. 
Some sweet morning we shall join the ransomed band. 
Some sweet morning we shall by our Savior stand, 
And shall find our soul’s loved quest. 



CHORUS . 



Oh, the sweetness of the morning when our feet sha 
oease to roam, 

0h,~ the sweetness of the morning that will bear us 
to our home, 

Oh, the sweetness of the morning when our eyes shal 
see the gloam 

Of the bright immortal day. 
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ALBERT BGNNELL 



The youngest son of Henry and Amelia Bonne 11 was 
born at Batavia, Ohio, May 15, 1845. He was named Al- 
bert, When he was five years old he moved from Ms na< 
’tivs city to C-riggBville , with Ms family. At the 
proper age lie entered the public eohpous triers and 
when the move to the farm near Hew Salem was made in 
1855 - he with other children of the family of school 
■ - * - ->f the country district; The term 



age 






wp 



stud©*' 



Of 8011004. 
months 



n ■ those days was confined to the winter 



as is some times the, case yet, and the school 



house was some distance away. What education the cr.il 
idren received under the prevailing conditions was in 

fact hard earned. ' 

i; hen, the fern experiment failed and the family re- 



turned 
Aoa Ie:r 



to trio ■ -cuirc: 



■o 



1 ' ™ „ 
ilvo 



Albert entered the 



to c- ; 



■ met e ecA.aSw'i* x. Ox • * — ■ -- 



his 



mates of that period were Walker "re: , *as. Mnn end 
Gherh-te Kenne~u all of whom afterward became promi- 
nent citizens* of the town, ‘end two of them are still 
living there } hr# Cree end. hr • Winn, xh© friend snip 
between* Albert md these men contimec ^ throughout 
their li pft 



o time, and Albert delighted to recount the 



•many good times they had when young men on hunting 
err], fishinv tripe to the Illinois river, their favor- 
ite sporting ground ./An incident that happened to dr* 

Kenney is recited: ’ _ . . , . , 

The incident occurred during the civil war. ezza xt 
WES^forciblv impressed upon Albert's mind by the force 
of ciroumstanceh. His friend and former schoolmate, 
Qh&s. Ferrer war a -soldier in the war and during a 



battle in which his company was engaged young Ken- 
U 0 V w pc " verv badly wounded. He war sent back home , 
wit small hope of his receVery, «e arrives »t « 'e-r i- 
irg on the Illinois river, near what is now Valxey 

City, and was in such condition that he was not able 







to Continue the trip hone in tW& conveyances at hand 
and over the country roads* A stretcher was improyx 0 
eel and several stalwart friends of young Kenney , in- 
cluding Albert Bonne 11 came forward and offered to 
carry him to Griggsville , some three or four miles ^ 
away* The undertaking was laborious and wearing -hut 
it was accomplished and K ©hue yg stood it so well that 
he was soon able to he about town. He remained a or: 
pie 9 however , all his afuer life and suffered from h 
wound on the injured leg* / 

When Albert reached his teens and was a, swudent j 
in the Gfiggsville Academy he mapped out hie future ^ 
course* He decided to enter the mercantile field, h 
lR 6 r he finished his education and was ready for a I 
eition. He found one as salesman in a Griggsville 
store, l an engagement he filled for a few years* 

About the time Albert closed his schooling he be. 
came smitten on an attractive young lady of < the tom; 
Miss Emma S. Weagley, daughter of the village hotel 
Peeper, who conducted the noted hostelry of the sec- 
tion* Miss Weagley was a talented 4 and popular maicrip 
the descendant of prominent eastern people, her faff 
er coming from sturdy Pennsylvania Scotch and Dutct | 
stock, and her mother being a Hilliard , one of the ; 
old Maryland 1 families , Her grandfather owned a plant f 
tier and several slaves * He felt that slavery was jjj 
right and before the war • he released all his slaves, 
Her mother* e birthplace was Ha-gars town, Md-. 

The wedding of Albert Bonnel 1 and Emma o, beagle] i 
toolv place Christmas morning, 1872* It war - a ppayatsl 
“■affair and was held at the Weagley home, the family 1 
having retired from the hotel by that time qtl6. were •; 
occurring a private residence,* The couple left soon I 
after the wedding for Louisiana, Mo* , where tn© groii 
took' Position, in a store. Their first torn came i'i 
t-c the hone at that place, Dec, 19, 18755. He was gi 
' er the name of Herbert Weagley Bonnel 1 * 



Fror* Louisiana , the family ■ moved to Atxorm- 



Albert took a clerkeh 
his brothers. Dr, W, 



5 n. the drum store 
p *■>, .5 j q e 0 pn B onne 1 



*i& ? wners 
, crated I; 
It was i! 



+fegt- Piece the other children of the fanny were tor 
-> -Walter H. on April 28, 1876: Emma Mabel 1 , Jan.51, 
1879 . and Bessie C, Dec, 5 , 1°80, 






H&bert Bonnell was married to Edna. R. Burns at Chi 
cago7~ Deo . 12, 1900. They have one son, John Brainard 
Bonnell, now engaged at corporation law at Los .Angel 
es, Gal. The family home is at Elkhart, Ind., where 
Herbert is sales manager for the Godfrey Conveyor, Co. 

Walter H. Bonnell, single, resides at Chicago and 
holds the position of district sales manager for Wil- 
son & Company, porkpackers. 

Emma Mabell and Bessie C. Bonnell, are both single 
and look after the household duties at the home at 
Lake Bluff, 111. 

Albert Eonnell and family moved from Astoria to 
Chicago several years ago. He was for a few years in 
the automobile business with a company of that city 
and also had a position with the city telephone ex- 
change. Of late years he has lived a retired life 
with the family at Lake Bluff. They spend their win- 
ters at Saratota, Florida, and report some very pleas 
ant times there while us northerners are shivering in 
the chilly blasts. 

Albert is eighty-four years of age, but has not 
enjoyed the best of health the past year or two. The 
rest of the family are in their usual health. 
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ANN EIjiSABETH AND LAURA 30NNELL . 



The personal records of our sisters Ann Elizabeth 
and Laura afford but a brief ao count of their short 
lives, and the members of the family 4 1 hand cannot 
give further light on the subject. It is known, how- 
ever, that the first named child was born to Henry 
and Amelia Bonne 11 at Batavia, Ohio, July 15, 1847, 

, She only lived about two years* Her death occurred at 
the family home in Batavia, July 5, 1849* This was 
the first death* in the family* She was buried in the 
cemetery where the family then resided. 



Laura BonneXl lived to the age of fourteen years, 
nine months and fourteen days. She was born Deo* 7, 
1851, at Griggsville, 111, That was soon after they 
located at that place, and she passed away in the 
same town after the return to Griggsville from their 
stay at the farm. The date of her death was Sept* SI, 
1886* Her disease was typhoid fever. The remains lie 
in the cemetery at Griggsville beside the bodies of 
her parents * 

Laura was a beautiful and prepossessing girl and 
her demise, the second in the family, was keenly felt 
by all. 
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After i a 
Illinois, c 

q a 1 -P p.T.r (T » 



.tore steel now 

welfare* She is a welcome guest in 
the city* Her introduction to Barry was 
-vie in 1874 as an instructor in Grade Three 
.blmo schools * She came as a temporary guest 
ned to be a valuable contribution to the 



ily and home, she has been active 
cations! and social affairs. She 
reader and Keeps wall abreast of 
line of public note receive her s 

woman of many good deeds. 

The parents of Helen were Hsnr 
toth .natives of Clermont count j , , 

Kov #t.8 , 1854, at Gnggsallle 
emigrated in- 18 oO , and with the c 
-ears the family lived on the ^ far 
she spent her life in that city* 
obtained in the grade and high schools ol^ that nay, 
ore . branch of the schools being known as tne aoaa- 
emY « rpj ier e were no commencement in those aay e ana 
no diplomas were issued* She passed the courses ox 
etudy" successfully and « was awarded a reward ox mer- 
it llext she took the county examination and*..recexv 
ed &. teachers 1 certificate from t he coun uy &a ^ rin "‘ 
tendent of schools. The first school she taughu^waj 
fiiQ ifilsor district , in the country * nor ^hea^v . vi 
fS* -uvlllc /she next s. cured the Mound district 
xSo] ir Barn ? township, and in 1874 she was xnsta 
t iriRtmctor of Room #5 , of Barry graded echoo 



Amelia Bonne 
She was born 
ire the famil; 
,on of the fe - 
- ilftw Salem. 




Smith 



i s I-r 
.The o 



©XX 

vfo 



monr of the 

home in Griggsville , several r 
towns being present* Mr* Smith 
ent if led with the commercial 



emeraj 



movec 



v e ar 



a ter yee 



:rry was organ 



near 



til nxo decease 
ftmeraX was helc 
ceremony being < 



apt-io 



j 1 * ’ - 9 

eonore Henke 



IF. i-OU 



ing in th 



Mrs* bjciic. 
ment for 
Mrs * S: 
Up to the 
well, bles 
overtook ' 
relieved 
and h^s s 
have etro: 












KATE AND 



BELL BONNELL- 



•Twins 



There is something about twin girls or^fer® same 
personality and who look alike , dress alik9 and act 
alike } 
sons , 



Belle Bonne 11 



that is attractive and appealing to most per* 

description fitted the oases of Kate and 

♦ 



This 



younger 



days* They were so 



in their „ 

mcl^alike it was rarely the case that acquaintances 
ooul% distinguish between them, and often they were 
enabled to practice deception on their yodng gentle- 
men callers* In numerous instances the twins found 
amusement in tricking fellows who asked them for en- 
gagements to parties or entertainments to learn lat- 
er to their chagrin they had accompanied the wrong 



girl* 

Born on the 

a few years 
Gfriggsville 
and ' received 



farm near Hew Salem, Jan, 13, 1859, 
later the twins went with the family to 
to reside. In that city they grew up 
. their training and education. They al- 
ways were popular with their class of young people 
and grww to be refined and Christian women, 



Kate and Belle graduated from the Griggsville 
under the superintendancy of Prof, R< 



hig^ school. 



M, Iif toil , with the class of 1878, Those were the 
davs when graduates had to read 



essays 



composition -at the 
ssay was entitled 



> onneno exaent 



« 



or 

exercises* 



their own 
.Kate’s 



The Crusade Spirit,” and Bell© 
wrote on "StriveMn Your Own Sphere ' 

Wm ** -? ff 



to Shine,” Both 

go od 

goal in their education 



V QT?Y * 

the 



papers, we re pronSnoed n 
Soon after obtF ‘ " ” w 
the paths of the twin sisters led in different di 
reotions. 



o 



Kate Bonnell was 
suits. She successf 



inclined to educational pur- 
ully passed the examination in 



and received her certificate 
to tea©h school. Her favorite was primary teaching. 



Pike County, Illinoi 



Her first school was at Chamber aburg, 



111,', aft or 





which she successively taught at Meredosia, 111*, 
Wichita, Kan,, Salt Late City, Utah, and finally at 
Barry, and at each engagement her services were a 
pronounced success* Her reputaion as a teacher was 
fully established. 

The engagement at Salt Lake City was a stsenuous^ 
one, and covered the years of the period in which 
the school management changed from the Motdn&l paro- 
chial schools to the Protestant public sbhool systd 
at the beginning of which most of the students ted I. 
- to begin at the bottom or primary department. Kata 
had as high as< one hundred and fifty pupils under 
her 'direction at one tlmd, instructing seventy-five 
..of them in the forenoon and the balance in the afta, 
moon. The consequence wap- that her health failed 
and she came to Barry to make her home with her sis- 
ter Marglret and family. She partially recovered hei 
health aif ; was induced to accept the management of 
the primary work in the Barry public schools, a po* ^ 

sition she held two or three years. 

During her residence in Barry she was elected to 

igthe super intendancy of the primary department of tte 
“ M, E, Sunday school. She made several reforms in ttf 
d '"teaching there and perfected the system materially, 
It was during her administration the cradle roll del 
partment -was established, ^|ith Margaret Watson^s 
name being the first enrolled. It is still in sue® 

, easeful v/orking order, ana her successor was her sii 
ter Margaret, who still holds the office, 

Kate died at the home of her sister Margaret in 
Barry, .on Feb, 28, 1902. Her funeral , which was heli 
in the M, .E, Church, was conducted by Rev, W, M, Ha; 
ey, .and was attended by a large number of sympatheti 
friends. She lies in beautiful Park Lawn cemetery at 
Barry , 



The course in life taken by Belle Bonrxell was dil 
ferent from that of her twin sister. While she was i 
well educated and had won her high school diploma, r 
she did not care to take up teaching. She was sore 
of a home body and she spent the first few years of 
her mature life in assisting her mother in her du- 
ties in the household. With the, exception of her 





sister Mary Jane (/ennie ) she- was* the last daughter 
to leave the family home. In fact she was the last 
of the faisily'^to leave home with the exception of 
the one noted. 

Her marriage to Hart F. Farwell took place at the 
horn© in Griggsvilla , Sept. 19, 1883, The ceremony 
was conducted by Rev, in the presence 

of a large company of relatives and friends. The new- 
ly wed at o oh up their residence at Astoria, 111,, at 
which pla'oe Mr. Farwell engaged in the hardware busi- 
ness. There the three children- -Maro , Bonnie and Hu- 
bert — ■ were born, Maro 1 s birthday was Sept ,^.1884; Bon- 
nie* s Aug, 27, 1888, and Hubert f s March 9 , 1888v’d l iio -M$ 

After ajfew years the family removed to Blooming- 
ton ,111., vvjjer e Mr. Farwell entered the telephone 
field as a stockholder arid manager of an independent 
exchange for some time. He became very active in tel- 
ephone affairs, especially in the rivalry that obtain- 
ed at that time between the Bell Telephone Oompamy 
and the independents. He made quite a success of his 
labors, and as a result was tendered several promo- 
tions. He finally landed at Terre Haute, Ind., as 
manager of the city exclgpge , a position that he still 
bolds, with splendid success. The family is well lo-’ 
oated there and is enjoying the fruits of a well spent 
life. 

Hart F. has also attained prominence as a business 
man and a financier. Mrs, Belle, the wife, and the 
daughter Bonnie, who is single and remains at home, 
are^greatly interested in church and social affairs I 

and are held in high esteem in the city life. Miss 
Bonnieis an astive member of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution, and does considerable traveling 
in the interest of that society. The family, in faot 
are all prominent and useful citizens and add to the 
standing of their adopted city. 

Maro B. Farwell was married to Fern Wagoner Aug. 

25, 1904, at Springfield, 111., He is now a traveling 
man. The children are Hart F. Jr., who is now' in the 
aviation work at the Canal Zone, and Sue, single, who 
is still at home. Botn were born at Bloomington, ill , 

Hart F. Jr,, Dec, 8, 1905, and Sue on Aug, 28, 1909, \ ' 

Hubert W, Farwell was married to Ruth Barnett at jjj 





)i*4fe3T sJUsiuu 

1911 » oblxtl that cam© into 



Jean Louise* Aug*l, --• -j 



i Paris , 111*, Jan* 11 

i’"hi s 'home ."W'&sfe Joan « — - ■ — •• . w* * _ « w 

Hubert took for his seobnd wi»! Rdta Jli-i-lw » . 
wed dine took place at Urbana, j. 11., Nov, a, 



The love and affection for °ther, oft^- ^i 

nessed in twins was well exemplified in t.e 

of Kate aka Belle. They were a mo ?? dev ° tad J°YJi 
Through, all title ^©ars of tbair ctoldtiood and gin 
St the close of their school days they were to 
separable companions . The old saying , "Two souls wit 
but a single thought, two hearts teat -si *t a ' an , 
was in them well demonstrated. It was a sorry da, 
for Belle whpn %ite was taken away. 





MARGARET AI*K>E BONNELL 



WM. W. WATSON 




lIARGAItBT ALICE >BONWELL e 

(.By Her* Husband ) 

» 

it is hardly to be expected that one who has assum- 
ed the compilation of this volume of personal sketches 
would wish to indite ’her own historical contribution 
to the book® For this reason the writer has presumed 
to relieve her of such embarrassment* 



^ in ^the early days of her life* ..Margaret Alice Bon* 
neil followed the lines of ordinary normal childhood* 
She was born in^a log cabin home on the farm near the 
village of Hew Salem, Pike County, Illinois, and there 
wac nurtured and cared for by loving parents and her 
elder sister. Her schooling began after the retfen of 
tbs family to diriggeville , a few years later * . S» wac 
& good student and successfully passed the grade a in 
regular course, and finally graduated from the- high 
school with 1 the class of 1880, under the superintend* 
ency of Prof* R, M. Hitch, two years after the grad- 
uation of her sisters, Kate and Belle. 

1 Bereft of the father. Henry Bonne 11 . the shadow 
caat over the household' and , especial ly on the young- 
est child, aged nine, was inexpressively sorrowful. 

On Deo. 28, 1881, Miss Bonne 11 changed her name by 
becoming the bride of ¥. W. Watson of Barry, 111. The 
ceremony wae ♦pronounced by Rev* John A, Kuml er of the 
Methodist church, at the home of the Bonnell family 
in Griggs vi lie , in the presence of a large company 
of relatives and special friends of the couple. Soon 
after the wedding the bride end groom began their 
companionship at the home that had been prepared by 
the groom in Barry* The dwelling they occupied wae a 
one story one and was situated on Lot One in BHocIc 
Twenty- three in that place. It was an humble home But 
well served its purpose, Kex't to the home stood the 
two story brick building that was occupied by the 






Barry Weekly Adage, the town newspaper puriaiainea oy 
Mr* Watson, V 



Uniting with John H. Cobh about 1879, they 



two 



ohased from 



Golegrove the printing office 



soon after leased his interest to nis partner and re 
turned to his old hose in Hew Yorkj and later he sol 
out to Mr, Watson, who 'conducted the paper and job 
printing office from that date until November, 1898, 
when he sold the office to Ed, Hess, ox Quincy, xui. 
Mr. Watson then gave his attention to the insurance 
and real estate business which he had operated as a 
side line. He took his son, B. B. Watson, as a Part- 
ner and afterward turned over the entire business to 
him and retired from all commercial activities. The 
son is still in charge of the office. ^ ^ 

Mrs , Margaret Watson familiarized herselx with ti 
mailing department of the newspaper and on press day! 
gave valuable assistance to the force while the news, 
caper was under her husband’s charge. 

During the fore part of their married life Mr, and 
Mrs . Watson entered into the social life* 01 Bart 3 ,- 
quite a little and Mrs, Watson became a favorite in 
the set with which we affiliated, as she had a^png 
her young friends in her old home town* 

Mrs Watson* s religious training was well grounds 
and she took, an active interest' inchuroh and Sunday 
school affairs from her advent into her new home, and 
this interest still clings to her. She has been ana 
her of the official board of the Methodist Episcopal 
church and of the Sunday school board for many yean 
All branches of church work have her' sympathy and sii| 
port, as well as the, Sunday school, m fact of iate 
years she devotes her energy to religious affairs to 
the almost exclusion of everything else, . , 

In the connection it is a pleasure to note two u 
cidents that occurred last year, which afforded Mrs* 
Watson a great deal of personal satisfaction, Maese 
incidents related to the closing of her twenty-xiv 
years as superintendent of the primary department- of 
-the Sunday school, her election to which toon place 
in 1904: upon the death of her sister, Kate Borne, l, 
who also held the position for a few years. The first 




The first to 
close of the 
rostrum , at 
! was pr e s ent ed with 
ognition of her faithful 
ing scare el v 
again on Sep' 
her honor , at which 
host of other church friends 
Paid to her without s 
tors # and others, and she 
lovely silver flower bowl 
and co -workers of the primar 
closed with a general hand-s 
greetings . . She could 
paid her at. . that time 
in the work, the schoo 
resignation, 

A novel enter tainnre; 
of raising t a fund with 
treats for the children of her department 
fair. This took place at her liome“beforei 
1929 , and the amount of interest display! 
Prising, Dolls numbering 125 or more were 
exhibition, together with doll clothes, f 
houses, etc. The exhibit lasted two days 
well attended the fund desired was easily 
present pronounced the fair both interest 
amusing. 

When in 1923, our church board decided 
effort, to secure a new church, Mrs, Watsoi 
husband entered ’wholeheartedly into the mi 
with their energy and means contributed 1; 
the success of the enterprise. The new chi 
built in 1923 at a cost of $40,000. it, was 



uace on children's Day, when at the 
gram Mrs, Watson was conducted to the 
instance of one of her helpers , and 
a handsome corsage boqupt in rec- 
and efficient services hav- 
sed a Sunday in all those yeans , Then 
s 1929, a special service was held in 
some of her former pastors and a 
assembled, Thibutes were 
tint by her pastor, former pas— 
was then presented with a 
the gift of her assistants 
y department. The service 
baking and congratulary 
well feel proud of the honors 
Mrs, Watson is still engaged 
1 board refusing to accept ~her 





rious kinds, 
these visits , 

Preachers and 
ded life. 

in *5® ? ay of decent and innocent amuse 
nt * 8Uch ae Chautauqua entertainments concert* 



aiio- politicians of not©. Wo always ©nicr 
Our house has been open to Methodist * 
Masonic friends all the years of our we 



dramatic plays, etc. hai 



had our endorsement and pat 



V8l^fs*w« h f C3 2? a + t 5 U ? Ua nae receiv © d our special anpro 

enthusilnd tSd k ltB or E an i2ntiQn and have been 

supporters all of the eighteenveara of 

lerH^'T' % haS bSen the ra0ana ot toP^ing the 
trips to St. Paul ana Minneapolis, Minn. , rail 



is: 

o 



excur- 

Beach 



trips to 

sions to Colorado and California/ where at Lon 

in iit/ttf- rXohhdv pe ?v art of tF ° wr,iters 

r 3 - I 1 tQd rela tives and friends at 
other S ©it?h -ouis Terre ^ Haute, Wichita:, Topeka, and 
rher cities, an she visited friends in Texas, and 

m^ P ?? ds the day with old fiends at Griggsville 
exception of Mrs. Watson. as£bers~of the' 
family have enjoyed good health. She^s not been in 
igorous real th for some years, but hals kept uu and 
going and makes the best of life. Her sister Helen is 
just across the way from our home and they have daily 

Margaret Alice Bonne! 1. daughter- of Henry and Ame- 
t onnell . was born Snnt. . oo Her parents were 

where the fatb 



lia Bonnell, was born Sept, 29, 1861. 
both natives of Clermont county Ohio 
or was born Oct. 27, 1809, and the mother 

1 ^ * W iS O »* Jf Mi*** . * 



July 2<y , loi4r • They with the older children wh< 



was born on 

_ ' « ■ - — ••-'-*• viMiui en w ho were 

a^s° born in Ohio, emigrated to Illinois in I860 and 
at ^lggsville. Henry Bonnell died there in 
1870 ana ‘Amelia Bonnell died at Astoria in 1896. Both 
were buried in the Griggsville cemetery. Other infor- 
mation of the family is to be found on* other pages of 
this volume. ~ 

Wm.'W. Watson’s parents were natives of Paisley 
8 cot land , and emigrated to America, the father in 1842 
and the mother about 1846 or 1847. They were married 
at Quincy , 111., in I860 






loos 



ting soon after at Barry 




Children in the family were Mary A. Watson, daughter 
of Jon Watson by a former wife, and Thomas M, , Jon B, 
and Wm. W. Watson. Jon Watson was a pioneer in trade* 

To the union of Margaret A. and Wm. W. Watson two 
children were born, Bret- B.Wfeteo n, born Deo. 25,1883, 
and Margaret A. Watson, born March 1, 1899. Both were 
born in Barry* Bret B. was married to Bessie M. Palmer 
at her home ett Henrietta, Texap , May 26, 1914. Their 
children are'Wrn. W. Watson, ' and Roberta P. Wat- 
son. Wm. W.was born Feb. 20, 1915, amd Roberta Sent, 

4, 1917.' ***** *f 

Margaret Agnes s Watson was united in marriage with 
Russell S. Cooke Feb. 3, 1930, by Rev. W e m. Hailey, at 
the Methodist parsonage at Ashland, 111. They reside 
at Springfield, 111 . t where Mir, Coo be has a position 
in the office of the State Highway Department. 

William W. Watson has had quite a varied experience 
in business and public life. He has served as mayor of 
his city, alderman, president of the school board, and 
city clerk. He is a republican in politics and has ta- 
ken part in every campaign since 1880; was a delegate 
to the Rational convention of 1912, alternate to the 
convention of 1888, delegate to state and county con- 
ventions many times. Was trustee of the Illinois in- 
stitution for the deaf and dumb fo!™cin 0 year's. He is 
a Kao on and was district deputy grsaSB| master for sev- 
eral years, and held other offices in the grand lodge; 
was worshipful master of Barry lodge for nine years, 
and held other offices there. In a business way he was 
publisher of the Barry Weekly Adage for 18 years, was 
in partnership with his brother, Jon B. Watson in the 
hardware trade for twenty years, and conducted an ins- 
urance and, real estate business. He retired from these 
enterprises several years ago, but continued as notary 
public and. does business in that line. 

Bret B. Watson is in the insurance business. He 
has for several years--: been secretary and a -member of 
the school board, -and also secretary of the Chautau- 
qua* He is of a literary turn and is correspondent of 
two or three daily newspapers* 

Margaret Agnes s Watson, after graduating from the 
Barry high school and Illinois Womans College took up 
teaching for a profession. She taught three years in 
tha Albany (Wis.) high school, and has just finished 
four years as a member of the faculty of the Jackson- 





ville, Hi., high school. She found much pleasure in 
* travel during her vacations. 

i * * 

* tt , ——— — —— — — — 

a • ’ ** 

We observed our fortieth wedding anniversary in 
1921. with a party of friends at dinner, and hope to 
celebrate our golden wedding iig ^©ceraber , 1931. 

' % & - L- S'. / 9 3 7 . yu.- 





FAMILY REUNIONS AND OUTINGS 



How one does appreciate the family reunions and 
their social features and the splendid meals* How 
we like to recall and 'recount the incidents and ex- 
periences of our childhood 3 and throughout life* 

And then the visits to the old home town 5 how we 
enjoy .them 5 what pleasures we receive- from, -once 
again viewing the old home with its familiar scenes, 
the old school house where we first learned the ru- 
diments of our education, end the old church where 
we learned, to worship, and to meet and- greet friends 
of other days* 

living life over again brings bach many happy 
memories^ and often pains and sorrows in the rec- 
ollection of -faces and forme now so sadly pissing. 

The Bonne 11 .homestead was the Scene of many a 
joyful gathering in its dayip when all the females 
of the family were all at home* Many were the good 
tini.es they enjoyed* The male portion of the family 
were older and were of a different period* They 
were married and had .homes of their own long before 
their sisters came into womanhood, and entered up- 
on life’s activities* It was not often they were 
privileged to visit the parental home after enter- 
ing upon the cares * tid^pe s none ibi 1 1 1 i e s of profes- 
sional or business fflgagements * 

: We are reminded of a recent reunion of some ^ mem- 
bers end other descendants of the family* It to oh 



place at Ban 



Augi 



1927 , and the hostesses 



were Mrs* Helen Smith and Mrs, Margaret A* Watson, 
The company included in addition to the entertain- 
er Mrs, Belle Farwell and her husband and daugh- 
ter Bonn! e : of Terse Haute, Ind ? Mrs, Elizabeth 
Burleigh- Topeka, Kan.: Prof, T. 61 Bonne 11 and Ms 
wife Earrisburv 111 .:. Miss Frances Bonnell, Owan- 



Topeka , Kan.: Prof, T 



Ind£ 



wife Harrisburg, 111 .;. Miss Frances Bonne ix , uwai 
9 ca M, wT , Watson ' and son Bret B. Watson end 
wife and* two children, and Mrs, Emma Barringer , a 

friend of the family, also of Barry. 





Albert Bonne 11 and family expected to be present 
but could not come on account of illness , and Rev, 
J # <x # Bonne! 1, aged 85, was frail and unable to be 
there* The events covered two or three days and to 
say they were happy hours -expresses it but mildly. 

One day was set- apart far a visit to the city of 
Griggs villa - the old home of the Bonnell family. 
The party was composed of all the guests and the 
hostesses of the days before at Barry* A lovely 
auto ride of less than an hour to oh the party to 
the objective point, where the town was thorough- 
ly -reviewed * the- old homestead was visited, and an 
earl call was made to the cemeterv where lie the 
remains of pa rente and- other relatives: then to the 
church and the school buildings ; and many other 
scenes that were familiar, but changed. Old friends 
were looked up and greeted, and altogether the lay 
was a most interesting one, 

A feature of the afternoon was a reception and 
so c 1 a Int end ©red the ladies of the group, by an old 
friend end neighbor of the family, Mrs . Anns Parker 
Far rand, A company of friends had been called in to 
meet the visitors,* and a, luncheon was served. It 
was a charming event and was the culmination of a 
wonderful days experience. The guests who were hon- 
ored entertain fond recollections of the deli ght- 



about a year later than the date mention' 
another interesting and appreciated event 
the same persons, with the addi- 



On a da 

ed above, 

occurred to nearly 
tions of Albert Bonnell, and wife and daugh 
bel and Bessie, and Mrs, Martha Sanfogj^n 
ters, Mrs, Smith and Nellie Sanford 
Mo, The sane scenes were visited and the s 
was gone over, and many old friendewere vi 
enjoyed. On this* visit to Griggsville a no 
incident was experienced, to the gratifies 
all the members of the Bonnell, especially 
The visitors were- tendered the privileg 

ing on the grounds of the old homestead an 




the massive old elm tree that has so long ornament- 
ed the grounds , and whose protecting branches had 
sheltered the children from the heat of many a sum* 
mere day. 



The reunions and outings of the family will con- 
tinue fewer and fewer *etill as the days and months 
come and go. All the members are now well along in 
years, and some are incapacitated by senility, and 
poor health. The beautiful memories of happy days 
remain with them, and will until the end, V/e should 
be thankful for the generous favors that have been 
bestowed upon us, and v/e are , no doubt. 




. . Itw - — - 










HOMES II. WALT MIRE 
Pastor. 



E, 8. COMBS 
District Superintendent. 



THOMAS NICHOLSON, D. D„ L. L. I). 
Resident Bishop 
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tpf celebrated buckiwghaf estate. 



The Henry Bonnell family , like many another in 
America of English descent , had in their time a 
tradition to ponder over. It was known as the Buck- 
ingham Estate matter. As the story went , an aged. 
Englishman - before his death placed with the Bank of 
England & large amount of wealth, in entailment o£. 
otherwise, to be distributed among certain of his 
heirs and under certain conditions. The case was 
given wide publicity in our country through the ac- 
tion of London attorneys in conjunction with attor- 
neys in the United States, 

Agitation of the matter became general., among the 
Buckinghams of America, who in many cases were led 
to believe there was a fortune in store for them. 
The interest of the Bonnell family in the case 
came through the fact that Henry Bonnell *e mother 
was of a family of English descent, and was possi- 
bly a direct heir to a portion of the vast estate# 
The older members of the family, and especially ou 
brother Joseph became greatly enthused over the ma 
ter and gave it considerable attention, and would 
have, perhaps, invested some cash in attorney fees 
if circumstances had permitted. As one member of 
the family expressed it, "Joe traced the Bonnell 
family from the roots to the top branch at the time 
he- was hunting that fortune y- 

Unfortunately the case was finally decided to be 
a myth, as most of such oasws are, and thus was ag- 
itation dissipated and the bubble burst##. 



k. 



C J. Hj 





OBJECTS OF INTEREST ABOUT GR7GGSVILUE 



Thdre are a few interesting places about Griggs- 
ville that - have alwa ys had an attraction for the cit- 
isens of the place , especially for the younger gene- 
rations * ' 

One of the most familiar spots to all youngsters 
is known as "The ’ Falls." It is a beautiful little 
water fall that is located about midway 3- between Val- 
ley City and Griggs ville , and is on the north side of 
the Wabash railway, in plain view of travelers along 
that line. How we ^ounffsters did enjoy c’oirp* there. 
There were no autos in those days, and, we found walk- 
ing good in the absence of other means of* travel , It 
was our chief delight to take .our lunch and meander 
down to the Falls for a picnic. The sane thing had 
been practiced by young people for years before our 
time /and I presume it~is still the practice of the 
girls and boys of this age. 1 oan never resist cast- 
ing my eyes towards the ■ little falls when passing on 
the %bash railway at that point, and always find a 
seat on the right side of the coach if possible so I 
can receive a good view -of them as the water gently 
flows over the rocky ledge . To me it is a lovely and 
v cherished snot and the good times wo had there ling- 
j ere in my memory * 



Another attractive object is "Mossy Mounts in," a_ 
hi 1 ! located in Grifcgsvill e vicinity that is covered 
with moss and is an interesting object to look upon 
; in the spring and summer time, especially# People 
went there bv the score and looked moss covered sides 
admired the dfreak of nature and found, much Pleasure# 

I have often wondered if "Mossy Mountain" still holds 
forth in the spleitder of other days. 



Perry Springs was a noted health resort in its day 




They were located about six or eight miles from our 
home and we girls occasionally had the pleasure of 
a trip there. The place consisted of a large hotel, 
and ’ sevoz-aL springs of supposed health healing qualj 
ities. There were beautiful flower beds and other at-, 
tractive surroundings that made the place very invit- 
ing atfk it was largely patronaged in its day. Many of 
1 its visitors were persons in ill health, and they all 
seemed to believe in the curative powers of the wat- 
ers. Young people of the surrounding country would 
gather there for social affairs and dancing, and to 
them it was a very popular resort. We girls always 
thought well of Perry Springs, although we did not 
have the privilege of participating in the amusements 

that others did. 

The large hotel was dismantled and removed years 
ago, and the once nationally known place' is now but 



a, memory. 
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OUR GOOD NEIGHBORS, 



We. always feci like oompllmenting ourselves on 
tne neighbors with whiofy we were surrounded . Our 
house was at "The foot cf the Hill" on the east 
side °f Griggs vi lie. Across the street north of us 
resided Edward Parker and family consisting of fath 
er # mother, Prod jTon, Lew and Anna, Our father hav- 
ing leased away when wo were young girls leaving us 
without much of this world* s gccds. Hei^hcr Inward 
marker saw tc it that we girls had many pleasures, 
such as trips to his farm, bob sled rides tc the II 



inc-ie river and on tho river 



and 



on© day at least 



"I ? 0 tccl: un tc thc ' PLLo County %ir held 
at i ittsf laid, which to us was quite an event. 

After our father* s death, when I was only nine 
years old, Kr, and lira. Parker wanted tc take me tc 
live with 1 them, but icy mother refused# X was led. 
for we always had such good times at homo, 

_ y n the course of time Mrs, Parker passed away 
&ria Anna spent a good deal of time with us, Phil© I 
was only a * young girl, Mr. Parker would give me the 
money to buy a new dress for her, and have m© ® 00 
about having, it made. 

Awna would go out in her front yard and call over 
tc me and say, "Tell you ma if you can*t come over," 
the in after years married- B'red Farrand and now is 
-.ivin; . in l- r i ggsvi lie, •. whore 1 often visit her and 
w ; talkingbover old times. On a snowy day last 

winter our door bell rang and when I answered it, 
there tc my surprise stood Anna Parker Bar rand , How 
73 did visit for the short time she had to stay. 

On the east of us lived the family of do or re Pjfeatt, 
which consisted of father, mother, Minnie, Charley 
&rxl Pay, I 7/as a little older than Minnie, but that 
did not keep us from having many good times to oth* 

OW VhTl t'.l ***. JL. *r .. < . *d 



sr 



# v to - V** 

, playing dolls, etc. X remember one time' whan wo 
buried our little dolls in a sawdust pile in a cor- 
ner of our yard, and Charlie would persist in digr- 





ing them up , which displeased us very much , just 
like a boy to tease the girls. Mrs. Pratt gave me 
the first paper of needles I ever had and when I 
took them to my mother to put away for me I said, 
"Now, I can have a needle whenever I want one, can’t 
12" Another event in my young life was when Mrs, 
Pratt wanted a good cake baked whe asked me to bake 
it. As she had a hired girl at the time 1 felt quite 
set up over it. Minnie married Twin Lasbury and they 
live in Griggsville. She has been very kind to me, 
giving me a standing invitation to come right to her 
home whenever there was anything there that 1 wanted 
to attend, but she always sends ms a special invita- 
tionwhen there is anything special going on that she 
thinks I would appreciate attending, 

I do not remember so much about the neighbors on 
the west. Their names were Davidson, and I ^ have the 
impression there were two girls in the family./ I re- 
member I traded one of them something for a small 
compass, which I have kept all these years. One of 
the girls was at our home on© evening and wanted me I 
to go home with her and stay all night. I went, but 1 
had not been there long before I concluded I want- 
ed to go back home. When they asked me why I wanted 
to leave I told them I wanted "to sleep with Helen." 

Next to the Davidsons lived old Mr. and Mrs, Par- 
ker on the corner, and whenever we girls were allow- 
ed to go "a piece" with any, of our friends it was 
always with the understanding we could go "just as 
far as th£ Parker corner and no farther." 

Just around the corner south of this corner liv- 
ed uncle and auntie Dover. They were life-long friera 
of our family- -had been when they all lived back in 
Ohio , 




!i EMORIES . 



T ^ en we commenced talking about CQmpiling tli© book 
i began thinking about old times , and decided that I 
wished to note some things i remembered of our youths 
'' ia y s * In this dg|r aad age it seems almost iranos- 
sible for a family as large as ours to live together 
happily and have so good a time as we did, with as l±t- 
.,0 o„ this world s goods as we had.. We knew nothing 
but economy, and that has stayed with us all these ° 
pare , I only remember of one really new dress that 
had up to the time 1 was married, that dress was on© 
my brother Albert gave to me. When I was married I had 
■| t^o new onea i or the occasion, I made no fuss') about it 
, but went with the other young people of my age just as 
* though I had umny clothes as the rest of them and I 
had ’ust as good'' a time as anybody* The twins be ins: 
just a little older than 1 and they always dressed"*" 
alike could not make any use of the ?f hand«me -downs !f 
9,3 there would be no two alike. In after years I took 
great pleasure in making things over for our daughter 
Margaret Agness, until one day Mrs, Doyle, a close 
neighbor of ours said to me she thought it was high 
time Margaret was having a new dress ; that a sale°was 
on up town, and urged me. to go and get her one. I did 
3 accept her suggestion and purchased a rose colored 
crepe de chi an pattern which she wore to brother Doc 1 s 
golden wedding anniversary. 

Mow, back to my Memories . First thing I remember 
was after we had moved into a house in the extreme 
1 5 .70 si, part of Griggsville , not far from the cemetery, 

3 It had an outside west door and I would sit on the 
door step and watch Seph Simmon f? ride by on a white 
horse* The next thing 1 remember was my going with 
my mother across the town and passed a deep ditch 
which we called a big gully, on our way to a house 

m the extreme, east part of town, where we lived for 





many years. There was a large front yardwith two big 
white cherry trees in it« X have always •.een fond of 
white cherries, in after years when i was visiting 
my sister Helen in Barry , her husband , Eugene Smith, 
brought us a basket of nice white cherries and told 
us to eat our fill, which we did, and I have never 

forgotten the incident* _ t 

There was a pasture back of our barn in which we 
used to olay. That was where I mashed ray nose play- 
incr leap" frog. I tried hard to keep the folks from 
knowing of ray accident 9 but* did not succeed , as or a 
Monday morning when they were .sorting the clothes to 
wash my bloody handkerchief had to be accounted for. 
We used to play house in a buggy that was in a shed 
by the bam** I went to visit some one in the buggy 
and did not stay very long. They 'insisted on me stay- 
ing longer but 1 said no X was "so homely, meaning 
X thought so much of my home. They never got . through 

teasing me about being so H homely, " 

had a row of bee hives east of the house and it 

twins and rays elf to watch the 1888 
the 5 



was the job of the 

they swarmed and locate 



lighting plage. On# 



day we were p 
ped up to 
away . The 



.ving 

v 



t i n the yard when sister Kate slip 

bee^hive and pounded on it and then ran 
bees came out and stung all of us but her, 



Brother ’’Doc" was 



the oldest member of the fanll 



end X' was the youngest. He was married 

_ - , -r- ■ . ... T ,1 1 A r-, . 



six months old when I was born, Eiiz 
up together and * have always been jus 

Ch „ » «* -■ 



abeth and 



6 



F6W 






like sisters, It 



Lid 



by 



the 



was often s__. — 

was two pairs of twins in t he Bonne 11 
Belle and Elizabeth and I, Elizabeth s 



Grimgsvll le people that there 

Kate aJ 
8 choc 



family 
mrted 



to 



the same dav X did and. sue woulo. go homu wi Jh 
day and I would go home with her the next. We kept m 
that hahit a= long as they lived in Qriggsville. her 
used to tell it, on us that as soon as we wouM 



get in her front doorwe would 



‘.S, iv 



her 
They 
we lived 



ed potatoes and- gravd for, dinner 
extreme western part of town and 
treme eastern part. When we were going to 
house to play, if she had gotten over the 
hi ^ 1 on my side and we hact met each other 
go back to ray home , but. if X got over the 

other side we woulo go to 



the 



if she had 
■ lived in 

in the ex- 
each other 
brow of bhei 
we would 
hill on th# 



her 



nouse 



We had the nice! 




great bis: trees with wonderful seats 



in our yard 



Kate 



Be. 



h: § 



izabeth. and. I had little baskets and little 



ohina headed dolls with dresses, which 



'0P* 



in 



baskets 
playing with us , 



Elizabeth was very 
and we woul 



on of coming over and 
sach have a tree for our 



i> home , and we would visit each other, 



bath had teased so much to 



• O 



One 

th» 



at 



4- -S 

0 jl 

4- 



<0 

w 

he’ 



31iza- 
f inal 



It.' s o i r? 
«# ■ • • 



eci 



to, 



oyei 

she could cone end stay as long as she war t- 
When wee arrived with that message we were de- 
lighted, She stayed two or three days and we had sue- 
good times * Her father came over and asked her if she 
wasn* t ready to go home. She said no, so he went back ' 
home and left her. But after we had gone to bed that 
night she decided she wanted to go home. Our father 
had a. harness shop and* one of the men who worked in 
the shop “and boarded at our house, so he took her to 
her home. He was the one that gave the twine their lit- 
tle baskets on one of their birthdays*, I felt so bad- 
ly because I did not have one . too , but mother 
« 



never mind, little girl -the first time we go to mown 



a 

is 



i 



I can remember yet of us going 

Xw 



1 will get you one, * 

to Buother Poo * r drug store and Seeing the baskets on 
the shelf, I have mine yet, with) the 'doll and its 

I made, a little bucket and a 
;e. The basket is one of my highly prized 



dresses, a needle book 
few 



„ques„ i have a reward of merit that I received in 
the first grade and which is signed byEllen Weagley, 



i3 

a 



L; 

1- 



I 



which I have kept in the little basket, but nave now 
transferred to the Bonne 11 family history. 

Elizabeth remembers when we were in the first grade 
in schools and we had short hair. One night we rolled 
our hair>t>n tins (then we had no other way of curling 
our hair) and went to school with it next morning so 
kinky they called us "white niggers,” * 

I remember when in the second grade one noon when 
I had been home with Elizabeth .we had found something 
(I cannot remember what) to paint our cheeks with and 
when we went to school the teacher sent us out doors 
to wash our faces In the snow. What- 'a busy time people 
would have nowadays washing off the rouge. While in p' 
that 
went 



gr 

bao 



ade Elizabeth* s father and mother and my mother 
to Ohio on a visit , which was emits an event 



3 

3’ to go and tell them good bye as they were starting ear- 



in the family. Brother Joe came to the school for us 





Her than they expected 
me a large wax doll 



to 



On their return they trot 



which was sent to m© by 



rmj 

V 



aimt 

Margaret and aunt Alice , for whom I was named, I still 
hare the doll * Imagine what a wax doll look's like a 
61 years, of age* It was on display at our doll show j 
that was held In my home last December and it caused 
much comment * 

In the third 
er and we dearly 



grade 

loved 






lies Emily Cotton was our teach 



xater on in 



gher 



her 
grade 



* She was my teacher again 
3 which pleased me vary much 



the song that 



It was in this grade that we learned 
printed in another part of this chapter* I have remem 
be red the song all these years: dang it to my children 
and then to my grandchildren® We are now teaching it 
to the children in our primary department® I don’t re 
member a song they have learned so easily and seem to 
enjoy so much* One of my helpers ashed me 'why I had no 
taught it to ‘them long -ago, I replied that I did not 
have the notes to the song, but had conceived the idea 
of fitting the words to another song which we did very 

,ly . ^ 

I do not remember much about my school life after 1 * 
the third grade , as about the time Elizabeth and her 
Parents and sister May moved to Clayton. 'X remember 
visiting them with my sister Jennie end err getting two 
fingers mashed in a window and Elizabeth ran down to 
town (there ware no telephones then) for her father 
who was a debtor , 

In the" gramme r schoo" 



I had a teacher whom I m 



very fond of, an out of town lady, Miss Leyda Abell ^ . 
who hoarded with Mrs* Oilev.olaftd , my first Sunday ta cnoo 

teacher . she having had charge of the infant class for: 



forty years, . I have 



__ - the picture of the old Methodist 

church* in this hook* it was in this . church ^ where I c:otj 
my start- in my religious life and I 



am glad to have it 



on 

in 



recorda; 

service 



I am onlj 
in the 



Mrs * Cleveland is ahead of me 
six months past twenty-five years 

same work, „ 

I had four years in the high school with Prof «Hitsf 

as principal and Miss Abbie Hatch, assistant. She and 
I were more to each other then just teacher and pupil 
At the time of my marriage she presented me with a 

gold thimble . which was not as common in those days ai 



now , 




1 still have ti 



proud of* it ■ thimble and have always 'been quite 

1 wiiile in the high school i took part in the t>i&v . 

_ast^ Tny Bread Upon the Waters , My nan.© was- ®Dillw * w 
^ itting on a Px-ay in the hi h school was not so com— 
'.ron then as now, A boy naved Arthur Bentley sat right 
back of me at one time and took geeat pleasure in win- 
j^.ing^nxg pen -on my hair. As we wore our hair then in a 
..rv.io down our backs r my hair being: very golden, the 
^ pen mark© showed quite plainly, - 

I have a blue report card which was issued to me b- 
- tns Griggsvilie high school Feb. 1st, 1879, blue denot 
a Other things 1 could write. I finished 

^ f?*° 0 ~ llfe wh9n ‘ 1 graduated May 7th, I860. I wore 
1 t ? hl r 0 if 989 with a lon S trail,, the only one I ever 
t n -hose days the graduates were presented with 
y boquets by their friends instead of presents* The unh- 
sre would_ com© forward with the flowers and place 



them at the platform at our feet, 
one qx my boquets looked . the one t hot. 



T 

X 



we 



I ! 



from 



had brought over with him, 



my 



r ememb e r how 
■»y friend 

w . . , united in 

i marriage vit.i him Deo* 88th, 1881* That shows why I 

was not^a school teacher like several other members 
| 0i family, but have put in many years teaching in 
5 ^* 1!3 Sund§, sonool , -as i had a class of j^oune: men in 
the ma -i n department before I took up the primary work, 
i should have finished. my chapter with my school 
Ufe, but have since thought of some other things that 
I wanted to relate. When we were quite small we°had 
Sunday school concerts once a month. At one of them 
a when we were kneeling in prayer a little boy next to 



me whispered to me smd 



iid ?f when we get, big I am 



^ . [rTr , f 

]ing t-o marry you,” On our way home I was * telling some 

t of ti2e family about it and satkd, n I just thought to 



JL 

i ^ - ' — ™ f -- sj u UliVU^UU 

1 myself x would not have him.” 

and Belle were going awa 

ot 4* "* ” _ _ 

^ X ■ X *-? J ** V** v/^ AA WM. ^ 

as Parker f s corner it ' dawned on mother that she liad 



t One time when Kate 

drain on a visit, when they had gotten about 



ti 

O 



on the 
far 



1 



forgotten to give them a dose 



them well while "they were gone 
< after them vi th the medicine, : 
had over that. 



of 



medicine to keep 
and sent me runnin 
a laugh have we 



Many 



i 





The most exciting experience of my married life in 
Barry occurred on the morning of March 50, 1894. That 
was the date of the conflagration that swept way a 
4 large part of four blocks in our town. We lived in 
the block where the fire started and lost our dwel- 
ling and part of our furniture and the printing off; jp 
ice and contents, nearly our sole possessions at that 
'time. For a while it looked like the flames would en¥ 
velop the town and the excitement was intense. The 
best part of it was .that we finally emerged . from our 
ill luck with a new and ■ better residence, as well as 
a better and pjore commodious office building and news-1 
paper equipment. The same effect took place over the J 
entire burned district* The fire was indeed ”a blessiii 
in disguise.” . 



One of the greatest surprises of my life came to me 
one morning in November, 1926. When we were doing up 
the morning work Will coolly informed me we were go- 
ing to California as spoil as a we could get off after ' * 
Christmas, it was the first inkling I had had of it f 
and I almost fainted. We called it our honey moon tri 
as we Imd not taken one when we were married, and we 
sure had the time of our lives, everything out there 
being so different to us. We stopped with our old and 
good friend, Mrs. Anna Chamberlin, and having many 
other friends there- at Long Beach, all seemed to vie 
with each other in making us have a good time, taking 
us to numerous wonderful trips and entertaining us in 
many ways. We made new friends whom we will never fori 
get. Again in November. 1927, I had as great a surprii 
when Will told me we were going again. That winter we 
found an apartment within three blocks of our friend 
Mrs. Chamberlin. We did not think if would be posei-* 
ble to have as good a time again the second winter^ 
but v/e did have^and v/e all are hoping wet can go again 
some time. 



WORDS OF AN OLD SONG RECENTLY REVIVED. 



If the boys and girls will listen, 

I will tell them in my song, 

Of a sad thing that I noticed. 

As to school I came along# 

* Twas a fight; *twas a fight; 
f Twas a fight, 

1 Twas between two little children. 

Who had fallen out in play, 

And, alas, they beat each other, 

In a rude and angry way. 

That was wrong; that was wrong; 
That was wrong. 

And along the streets came singing, 
Such a merry little lad; 

But his voice soon ceased its singing. 
And his happy face grew sad. 

At the sight; at the sight; 

At the sight* 

And he parted them so gently. 

And he begged them so to cease, 

That they twined their arms together, 
And all went to school in peace. 
That was right; that was right; 
That was right. 
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FLAGS TTT, HONOR. 



We honor the flag of cur country. 

Our glorious red, white and blue, r 
The emblem of progress and freedom. 

It calls for our loyalty true j 
Wherever this flag is uplifted 
0, long laay It wave for the right. 

Its stars sending cut beans of blessing. 
To herald a day pure and bright. 









<*"■ 



P+A 



Wherever the flag is uplifted. 

Sweet Horcy and Sympathy go. 

To bind up the wounds of the suffering. 
Reflecting love**? tendereat glow; 

To minister aid to the needy. 

To cheer the unsunauring brave, 

0, may it go forth like the Master, 

To comfort, to heal and to save. 

Wherever this flag is uplifted, •'*** a '’ L 
Our hearts are anew stirred to prayer . 

Each star on the flag means a soldier, ’ 
Surround Him, 0 Lord, with Thy care. 

Whatever tli o dangers that Un’ eaten. 

Be near Hin to guard and defend ; 

0, may Bo be safe in Thy keeping. 

And krtor Thee, dis Saviour and Friend. 
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Wherever this flag if§ up lif toil, /. • t > (*,i , 

We reverently honor our Cod. / 

In Kim, we are fervently trusting yd ^ ^ 

His praise we arc sounding abroad; 

To Bin, we pledge our allegiance. 

True soldiers of Christ v;e would be. 

Till earth shall be filled with His glory, 
Extending from sea to sea* 
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t en fr„ m otl Creature s 



'<■ Hook of Fate.’ 



Ella Mitchell 
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Margaret Watson, wief 



Watson, Oied mw* 
jin Barry Saturday. FiM~ 

.services were held at 2 p. m. li¥oil- * 
day at the Barry M. E. church m I 
charge of Rev. J. A. Johnson and j 
burial was in Park £ -awn ceme- j 
tery. Surviving- are al son, B. B. | 
Watson of Barry; a daughter, Mrs.| 
Marg-aret Cook^ of Spri:ngfield;BH 
sister, Mrs. Belle Farwell of Terre 
Haute., Ind.; and three a grandchil- 
dren. K. L 

' u. 



VA/U'iAUV/U A 

A son. their first child, was horn 
Sunday in a Springfield hospital, to 
Mr. and Airs. Russell Cooke ot that 
city The baby weighed 7 pounds at 
birth. Airs. Cooke before her marriage 
some years ago, was Miss Margaret 
Watson of Barry, only daughter ot 
Airs. W. W. AY a t so n 

Mrs; -J nlm ^ TJ “- 

// ^ " /y3i 



Newspaper Article 1 - Death of Amelia Bonnell 



Mrs. A. Bonnell, whose obituary appears elsewhere in this issue, was on her annual visit 
with her son, Dr. W. W. Bonnell, and her daughter, Mrs. H.F. Farwell, of Astoria , 111., and 
their families, when her sudden and brief sickness took her from labor to reward. For 
many years she has made and enjoyed these annual autumnal visits. This time her 
daughter, Mrs. W.W. Watson, accompanied her on her way as far as Chapin, when they 
separated, all unaware that it was to be their final parting, the daughter going on to visit 
friends elsewhere. The week before her sickness her son, Joseph G., a former pastor of 
the M.E. church of this place, and who had not met her for near eight years, having 
resided in Florida for that length of time, went from the late session of his conference at 
Jerseyville, 111., to make her a visit. He found her in remarkable vigor for one of her age, 
and after a brief but mutually delightful visit, he bade her adieu the evening of Sept. 23 rd 
and returned to his home at Harrisburg, 111. On Tuesday, Oct. 1, about 11:30 a.m., she was 
taken violently ill with congestion of the stomach, to which she had been subject at 
different periods in late years. For some hours she suffered intense pain, but afterward 
became comparatively calm and then passed into a state of unconsciousness from which 
she never rallied, and died at 11:15 p.m. Friday. A telegram Friday afternoon conveyed 
word to her relatives at Barry, and Mrs. Watson made her way as quickly as possible 
thitherward. But, alas! Ere she reached her bedside, about 1:30 a.m., October 3, the 
“silver cord was loosed, and the golden bowl was broken.” The last conflict had come 
and death had asserted her sway. But her beautiful life faded out as gently and peacefully 
“As sinks the summer’s sun to rest.” 




Newspaper Article 2: Obituary of Ameila Mattox 



Miss Amelia Mattox was born in Clennont county, Ohio, July 22, 1814, and died in 
Astoria, 111. Oct. 2, 1896. 

She was married to Henry Bonnell, October, 1834, and shared with him for almost 
36 years life’s sorrows and joys. They moved from Ohio to Griggsville, 111., in 1850, and 
Mr. Bonnell died in that city in 1870. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bonnell were the parents of eleven children, eight of whom are now 
living - Dr. William of Astoria, 111.; Rev. Thomas, of Taylorville, 111.; Rev. Joseph G., of 
Harrisburg, 111.; Albert, of Chicago, 111.; Mrs. Helen Smith, Mrs. Margaret Watson and 
Miss Kate Bonnell, of Barry, 111., and Mrs. Belle Farwell, of Astoria, 111. 

Mrs. Bonnell was converted when quite young in Ohio, and for more than sixty 
years was a member of the Methodist church and a devoted Christian. She could say, “I 
was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the Lord,” for she delighted 
to attend the Sunday School, the class meeting and the preaching services. 

After spending more than sixty years very pleasantly in the service of Christ here, 
Sister Bonnell has been taken to her reward, and in her heavenly home with loved ones 
she will have the privelege of spending eternity in His service. Christ said to her, “Well 
done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make 
thee ruler over many things; enter thou into the joys of thy Lofd.” 

“Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world.” 

Mrs. Bonnell was buried at Griggsville, 111., and her funeral services were held in 
the Methodist church at that place, Sunday afternoon, Oct. 4, 1896. All of her children 
and a large company of relatives and friends attended the services. As Sister Bonnell’s 
home was in Barry, and she was a member of the Methodist church in that place at the 
time of her death, her pastor, Rev. W.N. Rutledge, had charge of the funeral services, and 
preached from Psalm 116:15- “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His 
saints.” 

Dr. Horace Reed, her presiding elder, and Rev. A. C. Armentrout and Rev. R. L. 
Steed assisted in the services. 

W.N. RUTLEDGE 

RESOLUTIONS OF RESPECT 

WHEREAS, The oldest member of our Sunday School, Mrs. Amelia Bonnell, has 
been called to her heavenly home, we, the officers, teachers and members of Barry 
Methodist Episcopal Sunday School wish to place on record our appreciation of this one 
who was for more than sixty years a loving disciple of our Lord, and who gave to all who 
knew her a bright example of Christian living; therefore, 

Resolved, That we cherish her memory with tender affection and will endeavor to 
follow her as she followed Jesus. 




Resolved, That her wisdom in choosing the Savior while young in life, and adhering 
to him in maturer and advanced years impresses us with the fact that Jesus Christ is the 
“better portion” for all persons of all ages. 

Resolved, That our heartfelt sympathy goes out and is extended to her children and 
grandchildren, and especially to her who is one of our corps of teachers. 

In behalf of the school, 

The Com, HENRY DIGBY 

EMMA RUTLEDGE 
C.W. HOGG 




Article 3: Demoine Burleigh Obituary 

Newspaper Heading: Nebraska, Thursday, March 8, 1923 

D. BURLEIGH IS DEAD 

Served as Trainmaster in Fairbury 
Twenty-three Years, Spent His 
Last Days in Topeka 

Demoine Burleigh was born in Ohio, May 20, 1850 and passed away at his home in 
Topeka, Kansas, Thursday afternoon, March 1, 1923, at the age of 72 years, 9 months and 
9 days, following an illness of several months. Few railroad men have had a more 
interesting career than Mr. Burleigh. At the age of 16 he began working on the section for 
the Wabash railroad at Clayton, 111. One year later he became freight brakeman and soon 
a passenger brakeman. His next position was that of foreman of the Chicago, Burlington 
& Quincy yards at Quincy, 111., which position he held five years. In 1878 Mr. Burleigh 
became a freight conductor of the Burlington, running from Beardston, 111., to St. Louis 
and later held the same run as a passenger conductor. In 1882 he went to Minneapolis, 
Minn., where he was a passenger conductor for six years on the Minneapolis & St. Louis 
railroad, running from Minneapolis to Albert Lea, Minn. He first came to the Rock Island 
at Horton, Kansas in 1889 as trainmaster. He remained at Horton two years then moved 
to Council Bluffs, Iowa, and in 1893 was transferred to Fairbury as trainmaster, which 
position he held for a period of over nineteen years, making a total of twenty-three years 
he served in that capacity. Following an operation on his eyes he went to Topeka, Kansas 
as station master in 1912, which position he held until he was retired on a life pension, 
April 1, 1922. When Mr. Burleigh came to the Rock island, it was comparatively new, 
here in the west, and the number of wrecks Mr. Burleigh picked up ran well into the 
hundreds. There was not a piece of Rock Island track or a town on its lines with which 
Mr. Burleigh was not familiar, and probably no employee of the road had a wider 
acquaintance. When he left Fairbury, the division employees presented him with a 
handsome diamond ring, showing the esteem in which he was held. 

In 1881 Mr. Burleigh was united in marriage to Elizabeth Bonnell, at Astoria, 111. He 
leaves to mourn at is death, his wife and two children, William H. Burleigh of Detroit, 
Michigan, chief engineer for the Machinery Sales & Electric Co., and Miss Nell 
Burleigh, secretary to the president of the Topeka Edison Co., Topeka, Kansas. The 
youngest child, Gertrude, died in 1893, shortly after the Burleighs moved to Fairbury. 




Newspaper Article 4: Illness of Dr. W. W. Bonnell 

1913, probably from the paper in Astoria, Illinois, where he lived for many years. 

Dr. Bonnel, a highly honored and well known druggist of this city, is seriously ill at 
his home on East Broadway. The Doctor is 78 years old and this is the first time within 
thirty-five years he has been compelled to go to his bed on account of sickness. Neither 
has he been absent from his business within the past thirty years on account of sickness. 
He has had remarkable health and his many friends hope that he will recover his normal 
health. As we go to press, his condition is reported to be slightly improved. 




Newspaper Article 5: Obituary of Mrs. W.W. Bonnell 



Unknown Newspaper, handwritten date 2 November, 1921 

Word was received in this city the latter part of last week of the death of Mrs. W. W. 
Bonell, which occurred Wednesday, November 2, at a Topeka, Kansas, hospital, the result 
of a fracture to one of her hips sustained seven weeks previous. Her age was 93 years, 2 
months and 28 days, the remains were brought to Astoria for internment and funeral 
services were conducted from the M.E. church Sunday afternoon at 3:00 o’clock, by the 
pastor, Rev. Chas. L. Stokes. The burial was in the Astoria cemetery. 

Mrs. Bonnell united with the Methodist Episcopal church at the age of fifteen years 
and has been a faithful member of the church for the past forty-eight years. She was a 
charter member of the Astoria Eastern Star Chapter, in which her husband held the office 
of Worthy Patron for many years, both being loyal and true members of the Order. 

The passing of this good woman brings sorrow to her many friends in this city, 
where through all the years of her residence here her life was an inspiration to all with 
whom she came in contact. Gentle and kind, she reflected the noble Christian character of 
a true mother of Israel. 

Jane Ebberhart Smith, daughter of Dennis and Elizabeth Smith was bom August 4, 
1838, at New Boston, Clermont County, Ohio. She came to Illinois with her parents in 
1852 and settled at Carthage, Illinois, living there until married April 29, 1860, to Dr. 
W.W. Bonnell, of Naples, Illinois, where they resided for one year, moving to Clayton, 
thence to Griggsville. They came to Astoria in 1974 remaining here until the death of her 
husband which occurred June 6, 1914, after which time she made her home with her two 
daughters, Mrs. Elizabeth Burleigh, 911 Huntoon St., Topeka, Kansas, and Mrs. May 
Fluke of Florence Kansas. Besides her daughters, she is survived by two grand children, 
W.H. Burleigh, Detroit, Michiga., and Miss Nell Burleigh, Topeka, Kansas. 

ATTENDED FUNERAL 

Mrs. D. Burleigh, of Topeka, Kansas accompanied the remains of her mother, Mrs. 
W.W. Bonnell to Astoria. Others from out of town who attended the funeral Sunday: Mrs. 
H.F. Farwell, sister-in-law of Terre Haute, Ind.; Albert Bonnell, brother-in-law, of 
Chicago; Miss Frances Bonnell, niece of Owaneco, 111.; Mr. and Mrs. J. D. Atkninson, of 
Sciota and Mrs. U.G. Butcher of Lewiston. 




Newspaper Article 6: Dr and Mrs. W.W. Bonnell’s Golden Wedding 

Anniversary 



Astoria, Illinois, 1910 

CELEBRATE THEIR GOLDEN WEDDING 
Dr. and Mrs. W. W. Bonnel, of This City, Fittingly Observe their 50 th Anniversary of 
Wedded Bliss. 

In these modem times there are seventeen different wedding anniversaries observed. 
Those who have lived together for one year observe the paper anniversary; two years, the 
straw; three years, the candy; four years, the leather; five years, the wooden; seven years, 
the floral; ten years, the tin; twelve years, the linen; fifteen years, the crystal; twenty 
years, the china; twenty-five years, the silver; thirth years, the pearl; thirty-five years, the 
coral; forty years, the emerald; forty-five years, the ruby; fifth years, the gold; seventy- 
five years, the gold; seventy-five years, the diamond. The diamond wedding anniversary 
is usually observed after the couple have been married sixty years. 

Dr. and Mrs. W. W. Bonnel were married in Carthage, Illinois, April 29, 1860, by the 
Rev. J. D. Oliver. According to the date of marriage they have had the privelege of 
observing all of the anniversaries. Excepting the diamond. They may have observed all of 
these anniversaries; but we are sure of one thing; and that is, they observed the golden 
wedding anniversary in a proper and enjoyable way last Friday, April 29, 1910. The 
dinner cards bore the inscription, “1860-1910”. 

The day was an idea; one very similar to the day of corresponding date of fifty years 
ago, according to the memories of the bride and groom. And why should not the day be 
an ideal one in order that two people who have been fortunate enough to have lived 
together as man and wife for fifty years. While the Doctor and Mrs. Bonnel have passed 
through the various ordeals common to married life, sharing the responsibilities of a true 
father and mother, their fifty years of companionship together has been a life of 
continuous joy. Those who attended their wedding 50 years ago undoubtedly wished the 
newly married couple “much joy”. The large number who attended the golden 
anniversary last Friday, and hundreds of others who did not extended, and continue to 
extend congratulations to this happy couple and wish them “much joy” for many years, 
still. 

Special invitations were sent to all of the relatives of the family, a few close friends, 
and the Eastern Star Fodge, of which both Doctor and Mrs. Bonnel are members, and a 
general invitation to their many friends who live in Astoria. The response to the 
invitations was hearty indeed. Previous to the day of the clebrations mrs. D. Burleigh and 
Mrs. W.H. Fluke, daughter of the host and hostess, made all preparations for entertaining 
the many who came. It is useless for us to say that the arrangements and carrying out of 
the same were perfect, for the many who where there to participate in the festivities of the 
day willof one accord say that the way the large crowd was received and entertained 
certainly showed much experience and most excellent taste, and judgement. The home 
was most beautiful decorated with flowers and drapes of white and gold, which was 




appropriate and pleasing. At 1 o’clock a delightful two-course dinner was served to the 
two principals and the twenty guests that were present. While the table ware and the 
ingredients to a great extent were trimmed in colors appropriate to the occasion, the 
colors only added to the appetizing and satisfying qualities of the well prepared food. It 
was a sumptuous repast indeed, and sumptuously served. When it came to serving and 
eating, formalities were forgotten sufficiently that all were permitted to lay aside their 
dignity and enjoy themselves, fully. 

Those present to the one o’clock dinner were the following: Dr. and Mrs. W.W. 
Bonnel; Mr. and Mrs. D. Burleigh and daughter and son, Nellie, and William H., 

Fairbury, Nebraska; Rev. and Mrw. W.H. Fluke, Astoria; Mr. and Mrs. Albert Bonnel, 
Chicago, Illinois; Mrs. Helen Smith, Mr. and Mrs. W.W. Watsonand daughter, Margaret, 
Barry, Illinois; Mr and Mr. Hart Farwell, wife and daughter, Bonnie, Terre Haute, 

Indiana; Mr. and Mrs. Maro Farwell and wife, Bloomington, Illinois; Mr. and Mrs. 
Dilworth Carter, Astoria; and Rev. C.M. Wilson, Astoria. 

Those who could not be present to partake of the dinner and enjoy the celebration, in 
answer to the invitation, sent their regrets and with them their congratulations were: Mr. 
and Mrs. Edward Mattox, Locust Corner, Ohio; Mr. and Mrs. C.B. Hooper, Nelson, 
Missouri; Mrs. Leslie Ferguson, Davenport, Iowa; Rev. A.M. Danjey and wife, Los 
Angeles, California; Dr. and Mrs. E.D. VanSyckle, Freeton, Tennessee; Mrs. J.C. Lutz, 
Alexia, Illinois; Mr. and Mrs. H. Oviatt, and Dr. and Mrs. Fred Cooke, Hutchinson, 
Kansas; Mr. and Mrs. H. Ritchey, Alexis, Illinois; C.E. Hessey and wife, Tacoma, 
Washington; J.H. Cover, New Hampton, Missouri; Mrs. A. Stickler, Macomb, Illinois; 
Rev. Joseph Bonnel and children, Denver, Colorado; Mr. and Mrs. J.H. Shank, Clayton, 
Illinois; Mr.and Mrs. William Spangler, California; Mr. and Mrs. John Shank, Clayton, 
Illinois; Mr. and Mrs. Lucien Cover and Mr. Daniel Cover and wife, Quincy, Illinois; and 
the Rev. and Mrs. G.D. Hensell, Cherokee, Oklahoma. 

Only two persons are now living that witnessed the marriage cerenmony, namely ?, 
New Hampton, Missouri and Mrs. A. Stickler, Macomb, Illinois. Mrs. Stickler and Rev. 
Joseph Bonnel were prevented from attending the celebrations on account of sic kn ess. 

The entire afternoon was spent in receiving and entertaining the many friends who 
called to extend their congratulations and bring good cheer to the long married couple. At 
8 o’clock a large group of friends preceded the entire membership if the Eastern Star 
Lodge to the Bonnel home. The crowd was large and was certainly a representative body 
of Astoria’s best citizens. After the entire number had been pleasantly received, 
introduced and greetings exchanged, a surprise was sprung on the couple who were 
celebrating by calling the assembly to order and cornering the bride and groom and 
informing them that they were appreciated indeed in the Eastern Star Chapter and as a 
token of their appreciation the Chapter wished to present the bride an Eastern Star Past 
Matron’s gold pin and to the groom a gold linger ring with the Eastern Star emblem as a 
setting together with a $5 gold piece. The Worthy Matron, Mrs. A.E. Scott, made the 
forcible presentation speech and the Doctor was so dumbfounded and full of gratitude it 
took him some time to come to himself to make the response to the speech. But as usual, 
he regained his characteristic self-possession and in a most graceful and elegant manner 




thanked the Stars for their token of love and friendship. After the presentation of the 
presents, in groups of eighteen the entire company were ushered into the dining room and 
served refreshments that were in keeping with the event. As each one left the dining room 
each guests was tagged with a golden bow. 

While all were eating and making merry a noise was heard from without, and to 
those who are acquainted with John Meredith and his performers, it did not take long to 
decide what was happening out on the lawn. The Astoria Band is not in the habit of being 
outdone when it comes to the adding of joy and mirth to an occasion and were now 
making good their reputation by serenading the entire crowd in honor of the good doctor 
and wife. It might have been the boys would have kept up the sweet strains of music the 
entire evening ahd the doctor not interrupted them informing them that it was necessary 
for the musicians to be refreshed as well as the guests. The boys understood what it 
meant and with much grace and decorum marched into the dining room and there played 
their parts well. It requires reciprocity like this to make happiness complete. 

The presents were not many, but in excellence they made up for what they lacked in 
numbers. 

When the company had sat down to dinner Mr. Albert Bonnel was requested to make 
a speech that would surprise the doctor and wife and check their appetites. Well, he did 
make the speech, and said some mighty touching and impressive things and them closed 
by telling the honored couple that the immediate relatives wished them to accept from 
them a dollar in gold for every year that they had been married. The speake was 
applauded and the Doctor regained the power of speech and responded in behalf of self 
and wife in a way that made Albert think that he had a brother that could make a before 
dinner speech as well as himself. This part of the program was certainly delightful and 
pleasing to all. 

Besides the Eastern Stars and the immediate relatives’ presents, the couple received 
the following gifts: One set of gold bowl spoons from a group of friends; a gold bown 
berry spoon from the Cover family; a gold bowl berry spoon, Mr. and Mrs. Walter Price; 
gold-lined bon-bon dish, a group of friends; five-dollar gold coin, Mr. and Mrs. Dilworth 
Carter; five-dollar coin from nieces of the couple; gold-bowled Kansas spoon, Mr. and 
Mrs. H. Oviatt and Dr. Fred Cook and wife; and a gold-bowl Tacoma spoon from Mr. and 
Mrs. C.E. Hessey. 

The day was a happy one in the lives of this esteemed couple who have lived among 
the Astoria folks for the past 35 years and they sincerely thank all who had a part in 
making the day’s event so enjoyable. 

Below are the names of those who registered in the register prepared for the occasion 
and placed for all who called to use: 

W. W. Bonnel, J.E. Bonnel, D. Burleigh, Demoine Burleigh, W.H. Burleigh, Nell 
Burleigh, Mrs. W.H. Fluke, W.H. Fluke, Albert Bonnel, Emma S.B. Bonnell, Helen 
Smith, Belle Farwell, Hart F. Farwell, Maro Farwell, Fern Farwell, Hart F. Farwell, jr; 

Sue Farwell, Bonnie Farwell, W.W. Watson, Margaret Agness Watson, C.M. Wilson, 
Emma J. Wilson, Dolworth Carter, Emily B. Carter, George W. Weber, Mrs. George W. 
Weber, Ruth Buck, Sylvester Cooper, Mrs. Sylvester Cooper, J.M. Onion, Mrs. Onion, 




John Lovell, Mrs. Lovell, S.A. Hudnall, Mrs. Hudnall, Mrs. Dr. Toler, Joshua Bucy, Mrs. 
Bucy, A. E. Scott, Mrs. A.E. Scott, T.W. Price, Mrs. Price, Dr. Neece, Mrs. Neece, Walter 
S. Price, Mrs. Walter S. Price, U.G. Butcher, Mrs. Butcher, Margaret Butcher, J.D. 

Fenton, Mrs. Fenton, H.B. Kost, Mrs. Kost, Mrs. W.R. Browne, Dr. Alfred J. Baxter, Mrs. 
Baxter, E.H. Diehl, Mrs. Diehl, J.M. Todd, Mrs. Todd, F.G. Bader, Mrs. Bader, Dr. E.M. 
Price, Mrs. Price, Mrs. G.B. Scripps, J.D. Atkinson, Mrs. Atkinson, T.E. Toler, Mrs. Toler, 
R.N. Mooney, Mrs. Mooney, Mrs. Mary E. Toler, C.W. Toler, Mrs. May Pary, R.E. 
Jackson, Mrs. Jackson, T.F. McLaren, Mrs McLaren, L. C. Camptell, Mrs. L.C. 

Campbell, Ida Treagellas, Effie Tregellas, Ive Evans, Annette Baxter, Lilace Kidd, T.B. 
Songer, Mrs. Songer, Lucy C. Waggoner, A.L. Hughes, Mrs. V.R> Kidd, H. Lutz, Mrs. 
Lutz, Dr. Tom Toler, Mrs. Toler, Effie Wells Bottorf, Anna Endres, Mrs. Nellie Simmons. 

Band Boys - J.H. Meredith, Trixie M. Justus, Marshall Hannon, J.G. Baldry, L.J. 
Danner, Carl W. Talbott, Ralph Lee, C. W. Harmon, Leionard Parrish, and Dayle Snyder. 




Newspaper Article 7 - Obituary of Jennie Bonnell Pierce 



AT REST 

Nothing is more certain than death yet we are never prepared for it. It may come in 
the dreary winter, with the sultry summer sun, in lovely autumn, or with the violets of 
sprint - come when it will, it is never welcome. And so it was when Mrs. Jennie Bonnell 
Pierce was called away. Weak and emaciated as she had becomre from long suffering, 
and although her friends saw her life’s blood slowly but surely ebbing away; yet when 
death come it was unesxpected. To her it must have been hope long deferred, but she bore 
her trials patiently and with great fortitude. Her sufferings were intense and such agony is 
only experienced by few mortals. Kind hands ministered to her every want all the days 
and hours of her protracted illness, but all that human hands could do were of no avail. 
The relentless grasp of cancer was upon her, and claimed her as its own. She died with a 
consciousness of a well-spent life, and in full condolence of a glorious hereafter. Jennie 
Bonnell was the oldest daughter of Henry and Amelia Bonnell. She was born in Batavia, 
Ohio, sept. 9, 1840. Ten years later when she came to Griggsville with her parents and 
family. When she was twelve years old she was converted and joined the M.E. church. 

She was married to James Pierce, May 21 st , 1884, and from that thime until her death she 
performed the duties of a loving and devoted wife. She died April 5, 1889, in Griggsville, 
where she passed her maidenhood and maturer years, she was kn own to all. She was most 
loved by those who knew her best. At home, in the school room and insociety, she had the 
same amiable disposition, and her first thought was always for the good of others. In all 
her relations of life she acted the part of a true woman. For thirteen consecutive years she 
had charge of the primary department of our public schools, and to her benign influence 
and careful tutorship can scores of the youth attribute their moral as well as intellectual 
worth. Her influence was always for good. A devout Methodist, she had strong 
convictions, and ever placed herself on the side of right. The funeral took place from the 
M.E. church at 2 o’clock on Sunday. Rev. Wohlfarth preached the sennon, taking his text 
from Rev. 14: 13. A large concourse of relatives and sympathetic friends were present to 
pay their last respects to their deceased friend and neighbor. The burial took place at the 
city cemetery. She leaves a husband, mother, four brothers and four sisters to mourn her 
untimely loss, all of whom attended the funeral, with the exception of two brothers and 
one sister, who lived at a distance. 




Newspaper Article 8- Obituary of Kate Bonnell 



MISS BONNELL CALLED HOME 
WELL-KNOWN AND POPULAR TEACHER 

A Sad and Touching Funeral. 

Death of Lyman Likes, an Old Resident 

Kate Bonnell, daughter of Henry and Amelia Bonnell, was born near Griggsville, 

Pike county, 111. , Jan. 13, 1859, and departed this life at the home of her sister, Mrs. 
Margaret Watson, in Barry, 111., February 28, 1902. 

Her early life was spent with her parents, brothers and sisters at Griggsville, 111., 
where her father was engaged in business for many years. 

She graduated from the Griggsville high school in the summer of 1879, and in the 
same year began teaching school as a profession; filling with honor and credit to herself 
positons as primary teacher at Chambersburg, Meredosia and Barry, ill.; also at Wichita, 
Kansas, and Salt Lake City, Utah. While teaching at Salt Lake the work being very heavy 
and the strain too much for her strength, because of failing health, she resigned her 
position and returned to Illinois, spending some time with her sister at Astoria, 111., and 
about 1894 came to Barry, 111., to make her home with her sister, Mrs. Margaret Watson. 

Her experience and eminent fitness as a teacher in primary department work was fully 
kn own to the Barry public school board and four years ago she accepted at a good salary 
a position as primary teacher in our schools, which positions she ably filled to the entire 
satisfaction of every school board since as also the patrons of the school. 

This sketch would be incomplete without saying that she was eminently qualified for 
the special work among the children; she loved the children and the children loved her; 
the government of the children was the sternness of love; she was easily approached by 
the pupils but her demeanor was such that familiarity with the children did not breed 
contempt and they had the greatest respect for her. Her idea of a teacher’s . Bonnell’s 
work was broader than some; she was not satisfied with having the children so many 
lessons from text books, but alsays opened her school with song, reading from God’s 
word and prayer and taught them that an all seeing eye was watching over their work and 
actions; thus morality and obedience to God were enjoined by her teachings and example. 
Herein was the secret of success that attended her work where ever she went. Her work 
will not end with her death but the influences which she set at work in the young minds 
and hearts will be felt for more than a generation. Hers was a noble work and who would 
not covet such qualities of head and heart if they desired to teach successfully? 

Sister Bonnell united with the Methodist church when quite young at Griggsville, 111. 
she placed her membership in Barry, M.E. Church Jan. 20, 1896, and after the lecture 
room was built in 897 she was elected superintendent of the primary department and 
remained as such until her death. This department she perfectly organized and last year 
added a new feather, “the cradle roll”, in which nearly forty names of young children 




were enrolled, thus interesting many mothers in the Sunday school. All her work she did 
quietly, without show or sounding of trumpets, often saying, “It is only little I can do but 
I want do do what I can.” 

In the homes of her sisters where she will be greatly missed. Aunt Kate’s wishes were 
always consulted and her interests in her sister’s children was always loving and constant 
and their relations were most tender. 

She leaves to mourn her death three brothers, Dr. W.W. Bonne 11, Astoria, 111., Rev. 

J.G. Bonnell, Epworth, 111., and Albert Bonnell, of Chicago, 111, and three sisters, Mrs. 
Helen Smith, Barry, 111., Mrs. Belle Farwell, who was her twin sister, Astoria, 111., and 
Mrs. Margaret Watson, Barry, 111., and many other relatives and friends. 

The following poem, written in memory of another who said on her dying bed, “To 
die is like going from one room to another,” we insert a eminently appropriate in the case 
of our departed sister: 

DEATH BUT A TRANSITION 
Dr. J.G. Bonnell 
A child of God lay dying 
In the quiet of her home 
But she said at her departure: 

How 

When God’s saints to death do come; 

For they find at their departure 
They but go to another room. 

Our Father’s house has mansions - 
Missing words the home 
And as we pass from this life 
We but go to another room. 

The funeral services were conducted in the M.E. Church Sunday, March 2, 1902, at 
2:30 p.m. by her pastor, W.M. Hailey, assisted by Rev. H. H. Hurley of the Baptist 
church. The Barry school board, corps of teachers in the primary department attended n a 
body and occupied reserved seats near the casket that contained the remains of their 
beloved co-worker and teacher. The floral tributes composed of designs and cut flowers, 
the gifts of the teachers, school board, children and the primary department of the Sunday 
school literally covered the casket and all the space around it. As the sun was sinking to 
the western horizon at the close of day her body was laid to rest in beautiful Park Lawn 
cemetery. In the resurrection morn may it have a more glorious awakening and rist to 
meet her Savior in all the brightness of His glory. 




Newspaper Article 9- Obituary of Kate Bonnell 



MISS BONNELL CALLED HOME 



Kate Bonnell, daughter of Henry and Amelia Bonnell, was born near Griggsville, 

Pike county, 111. , Jan. 13, 1859, and departed this life at the home of her sister, Mrs. 
Margaret Watson, in Barry, 111., February 28, 1902. 

Her early life was spent with her parents, brothers and sisters at Griggsville, 111., 
where her father was engaged in business for many years. 

She graduated from the Griggsville high school in the summer of 1879, and in the 
same year began teaching school as a profession; filling with honor and credit to herself 
positons as primary teacher at Chambersburg, Meredosia and Barry, ill.; also at Wichita, 
Kansas, and Salt Lake City, Utah. While teaching at Salt Lake the work being very heavy 
and the strain too much for her strength, because of failing health, she resigned her 
position and returned to Illinois, spending some time with her sister at Astoria, 111., and 
about 1894 came to Barry, 111., to make her home with her sister, Mrs. Margaret Watson. 

Her experience and eminent fitness as a teacher in primary department work was fully 
kn own to the Barry public school board and four years ago she accepted at a good salary 
a position as primary teacher in our schools, which positions she ably filled to the entire 
satisfaction of every school board since as also the patrons of the school. 

This sketch would be incomplete without saying that she was eminently qualified for 
the special work among the children; she loved the children and the children loved her; 
the government of the children was by the sternness of love; she was easily approached 
by the pupils, but her demeanor was such that familiarity with the children did not breed 
contempt, and they had the greatest respect for her. Her idea of a teacher’s work was 
broader than some; she was not satisfied with merely having the children leam so many 
lessens from the text books, but always opened her school with song, reading from God’s 
word and prayer and taught them that an all seeing eye was watching over their work and 
actions; thus morality and obedience to God were enjoined by her teachings and example. 
Herein was the secret of success that attended her work where ever she went. Her work 
will not end with her death but the influences which she set at work in the young minds 
and hearts will be felt for more than a generation. Hers was a noble work and who would 
not covet such qualities of head and heart if they desired to teach successfully? 

Sister Bonnell united with the Methodist church when quite young at Griggsville. She 
placed her membership in Barry, M.E. Church Jan. 20, 1896. In 1897 she was elected 
superintendent of the primary department and remained as such until her death. 

She leaves to mourn her death three brothers, Dr. W.W. Bonnell, Astoria, 111., Rev. 

J.G. Bonnell, Epworth, 111., and Albert Bonnell, of Chicago, 111, and three sisters, Mrs. 
Helen Smith, Barry, 111., Mrs. Belle Farwell, who was her twin sister, Astoria, 111., and 
Mrs. Margaret Watson, Barry, 111., and many other relatives and friends. 

The funeral services were conducted in the M.E. Church Sunday, March 2, 1902, at 
2:30 p.m. by her pastor, W.M. Hailey. The Barry school board, corps of teachers in the 




primary department attended in a body and occupied seats near the casket that contained 
the remains of their beloved co-worker and teacher. The floral tributes composed of 
designs and cut flowers, the gifts of the teachers, school board, children and the primary 
department of the Sunday school literally covered the casket and all the space around it. 
As the sun was sinking to the western horizon at the close of day her body was laid to rest 
in beautiful Park Lawn cemetery. — 

Barry Breeze 




Newspaper Article 10- Obituary of Joseph Gatch Bonnell 

RE. J.G. BONNELL DIED SATURDAY AT HIS TEXAS HOME 
Was Brother of Mrs. W.W. Watson, of Barry - Burial in Astoria 



Mrs. W.W. Watson of this city was apprised of the death of her brother, Rev. Joseph 
G. Bonnell last Sunday. The deceased passed away at the home of his son, Elmer at 
Dallas, Texas, Saturday morning, December 12, 1931, after an illness covering a period 
of several months. He was nearly ’88 years of age. His death was the second in the family 
within a few months, the sister, Mrs. Helen Smith having died August 1, 193 1, at her 
home in this city. 

Rev. Bonnell was a veteran minister of the Methodist Episcopal denomination. After 
his preparatory education, at Northwestern University and Garrett Biblical Institute, he 
entered Illinois Conference in the fall of 1869, and served charges for 13 years in that 
conference, seven years in St. John River, conference of Florida, four years in Southern 
Illinois conference and seven years in Colorado conference. He was pastor of Barry 
charge in 1875-76. Retired relation was assumed by him in 1909, since which time he has 
resided most of the time with his son at Dallas. 

During his long and active life Rev. Bonnell did not confine his efforts to the ministry. 
For seven years he was financial agent for Chaddock College at Quincy and for two years 
he was president of Hayward College at Fairfield, 111. He was also decorated as Doctor of 
Divinity by Abington College, Abington, 111. 

In a literary way, Rev. Bonnell was more or less successful, having been identified 
with several religious publications, and he edited a volume that contained narratives of 
the life of a fifteen year old soldier who served in a Union regiment through the Civil 
War, which brought him many compliments. He also had a well-trained voice and 
delighted in singing. Some of his compositions were adopted and printed by different 
congregations he served. 

Rev. Bonnell was a son of Henry and Amelia Bonnell and was born January 10, 1843 
at Batavia, Ohio. At an early age he emigrated with the family to Griggsville, 111., where 
he grew to manhood. May 12, 1870, he was united in marriage with Miss Catherine Metz 
of Chambersburg, 111., and to the couple were born a family of seven children, five of 
whom passed away early in life. Two sons are living, Mrs. Bonnell died at Denver, Colo., 
July 11, 1906. Rev. Bonnell took for a second wife, Mrs. Nannie E. Smith, who is still 
living. 

Of the family of Henry and Amelia Bonnell, three members remain. They are Albert 
Bonnell of Lake Bluff, 111.; Mrs. F.H. Farwell of Terre Haute, Ind., and Mrs. W.W. Watson 
of Barry. 

The remains of Rev. Bonnell were conveyed to Astoria, 111., the former home of the 
family, and were laid to rest beside the remains of Mrs. Catherine Bonnell. The funeral 
took place last Monday. 




Newspaper Article 11- Obituary of Joseph Gatch Bonnell 



Joseph Gatch Bonnell, son of Henry and Amelia Bonnell, was born January 10, 1843 
at Batavia, Ohio. In childhood he emigrated with the family to Griggsville, 111., where he 
spent his boyhood years and young manhood. He began his education in the public 
schools of that city and in the Griggsville Academy. He further continued his scholastic 
studies in Northwestern University and Garrett Bilbical Institiute at Evanston, 111. He 
entered the Illinois conference in the fall of 1869, and served charges for thirteen years in 
Illinois conference, seven years in St. Johns River conference of Florida, four years in 
Southern Illinois conference, and seven years in Colorado conference. He assumed the 
the retired relation in 1909, in Colorado. 

Rev. Bonnell passed away at the home of his son, Elmer at Dallas, Texas, Saturday 
morning, December 12, 1931, at the age of nearly ’88 years of age. His death was 
preceded by that of his sister, Mrs. Helen Smith of Barry only a few months, her death 
having occurred at Barry on August 1, 1931. Of the family of parents and eleven children 
there survives Albert Bonnell of Lake Bluff, 111.; Mrs. Belle Farwell of Terre Haute, Ind., 
and Mrs. Margaret A.. Watson of Barry, 111., together with several children and 
grandchildren. Rev. BonnelTs immediate family consists of two sons, Elmer of Dallas 
and Eugene of the state of Washington, and their families. 

On May 12, 1870, Rev. Bonnell united in marriage with Miss Catherine Metz of 
Chambersburg, 111., and for 35 years this couple journeyed life’s pathway, sharing the 
sunshine and shadows of the itinerant ministry. Mrs. Bonnell died at Denver, Colo., July 
11, 1906. Rev. Bonnell took for a second wife, Mrs. Nannie E. Smith, who is survives. 

During his long experience Rev. Bonnell was called upon for positions besides the 
ministry. For seven years he was financial agent for Chaddock College at Quincy, two 
years he was president of Hayward College at Fairfield, 111. and was decorated as Doctor 
of Divinity by Abington College, Abington, 111.. He was pastor of Barry charge in 
1875-1876. In a literary way, he was quite a success, having been identified with several 
religious publications, and he edited a volume that contained narratives of the life of a 
soldier boy of fifteen years who served in the Union army, a volume that receive much 
attention and public interest of those stirring times. Rev. Bonnell also had a well-trained 
voice and made good use of it in musical lines. He also composed and several selections 
of songs which were adopted by some of the congregations he served. 

The funeral took place Monday, Dec. 14, 1931, at Astoria, 111., and the remains were 
laid to rest beside his wife, Mrs. Catherine Bonnell, in the cemetery of that place . Astoria 
was the home team of the family for several years. 




Newspaper Article 12- Obituary of Albert Bonnell 



Albert Bonnell, a resident of Griggsville in by-gone days, died Monday, Oct. 26 at his 
home in Chicago. He was about 90 years old and had been very sick for several years. He 
and his family had spent several winters in Sarasota, Fla., but returned to their home in 
Chicago several months ago. 

Mr. Bonnell was a brother of Mrs. W.W. Watson of Barry and of Mrs. Belle Farwell 
of Terre Haute, Ind. His wife is a former Miss Wagley, the Wagley family being 
prominent here years ago, conducting the Wagley hotel at the present site of the Press 
office. 

Mr. Bonnel is survived by his wife, two daughters, a son, two sisters and a brother. 

Handwritten notation “1936” 




Newspaper Article 13- Obituary of Albert Bonnell 

Mrs. W.W. Watson received word of the death of her brother, Albert Bonnell, at 
Sarasota, Florida, which occurred Tuesday morning. Mr. Bonnell was 91 years of age, 
and one of eleven children of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Bonnell, a pioneer family of 
Griggsville. For many years Mr. Bonnell and family resided in Chicago, locating in 
Sarasota, Fla. A few years ago. 

Mr. Bonnell is survived by his widow, Mrs. Emma Weagley Bonnell, two sons and 
two daughters, and two sisters, Mrs. H.F. Farrell of Terre Haute, Indiana and Mrs. W.W. 
Watson of Barry. 




Newspaper Article 14- Obituary of Helen Bonnell Smith 



MRS. HELEN SMITH DIED AT HER HOME SATURDAY MORNING 
Handwritten notation 8-1-1931 

Was One of Barry’s Most Beloved Women - Funeral Held Monday 

The Silent Messenger has again entered the portal of one of our honored homes and 
plucked a cherished flower. A beautiful Christian character has closed life’s labors. There 
is an aching void in this community, in the passing of Mrs. Helen Smith. 

Helen Bonnell was the daughter of Henry and Amelia Bonnell, native of Clermont 
County, Ohio. She was the eighth child of a family of eleven children. In the year 1850 
the family emigrated to Griggsville, 111., where Helen was bom November 28, 1854. Her 
girlhood years were spent in her home city, where she received the splendid training and 
education that developed the lovely characteristics she later sustained. As her years 
advanced her inclination drifted toward educational pursuits She became a teacher and 
served several years in country schools of Pike county. In 1874 she was elected to preside 
over the third grade of the Barry Public schools, a position she held for five years with 
marked success. 

On October 7, 1879, Miss Bonnell became the bride of Eugene Smith, a gentleman 
who long occupied a prominent position in commercial circles of Barry. The home was 
established in this city, and one child, Stanley E. Smith, came as a result of the union. 
After Mr. Smith’s retirement from business the family for a few years led a quiet life on 
the farm near town, then sold the land and returned to our city to reside, where the home 
has since been maintained. The family life was idean and happy until the great sorrow of 
the death of Mr. Smith was experienced. Mrs. Smith followed in death on the morning of 
August 1, 1931 at her home, leaving to mourn her departure the following relatives: 
Stanley E. Smith, son; Rev. J.G. Bonnell, of Dallas, Texas, and Albert Bonnell, Lake 
Bluff, 111., brothers; and Mrs. Belle Farwell, Terre Haute, Ind., and Mrs. Margaret Watson, 
Barry, 111., sisters, and several nephews and nieces. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Smith were in their prime zealous and active in religious and 
social affaris. They were abreast of the times in civic and public life in which they kept 
well infonned and were always to be counted on the right side of all worthy questions. 
They were among the leading and devoted members of Barry Baptist church, and with 
the Sunday school and all church activities. Mr. Smith was for many years a deacon of 
the church and the treasurer of the funds; Mrs. Smith was superintendent of the primary 
department and teacher of classes. They were faithful to the close of life. 

Mrs. Smith was a lady of many graces - amiable, kindly, charitable and considerate; 
careful of speech for fear of offense, and her every act was governed by simplicity and 
tenderness. Sincerity and devotion to duty was the rule of life. She cherished the high 
ideals of true womanhood and her emotions were always of the noblest character. “Those 
who knew her best loved her most.” 

Mrs. Smith’s illness was of long duration, but was borne with such fortitude and 
patience few of her friends knew of her condition and her death came as a distinct shock 




to the community. She had only recently returned from a visit to her sister, Mrs. Farwell, 
at Terre Haute. Her decline was rapid at the close. 

In benediction holy and sweet, she leaves the impress of her life upon relatives and 
friends wherever she is known. She will long live in the membory of those she loved and 
who loved her. 

The funeral took place Monday afternoon at 4:30 o’clock at the Baptist church. In the 
absence of the pastor, Rev. T. Elmer Jones, of Canton, Mo., a former pastor, conducted 
the services and the music was by Mrs. T. Elmer Jones and her daughter. Miss “Billie”, 
with Berl Wilke as accompanist. The internment was in the family lot at Park Lawn 
cemetery. Relatives and friends from a distance were Mr. and Mrs. H.L. Farwell and 
daughter Bonnie from Terre Haute, Ind.; Stanley Smith and wife, Quincy, 111.; N.S. 
Brown and wife, of Springfield, 111.; Miss Louise Struck of Jacksonville, 111.; Rev. W.M. 
Hailey and wife of Ashland, 111 and Mrs. Emma Mills of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 




